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Paediatrician 
as no time 
for disabled 
children 


isabled children in West. 
hire are being deprived 
of medical care because their 
worked paediatrician 
been told to concentrate 
m child sex abuse cases, pa- 
ents have claimed. 
‘Consultant paediatrician Dr 
ane Wynne, who gave advice at 
1¢ Cleveland child abuse in- 
uiry, has been forced to cancel 
0 appointments for physically 
nd mentally disabled children. 
And unless another consultant is 
appointed another 120 appoint- 
ments will be cancelled. 
_ This leaves the children with- 
put Expert consultant cover, as 
she is the only child develop- 
ent specialist in the Leeds 
estern health district. 
' “I have had an enormous 
workload for over a year,” said 
Dr Wynne. “The management 
told me to give priority to child 
buse, knowing I would have to 
sancel other appointments. 
“Both the health authority and 
he hospital management com- 
nittee agree that another con- 
sultant is needed, but they say 
have no money to fund the 
post. My own view is that they 
just can’t afford not to have a ser- 
vice for handicapped children.” 
Parents of disabled children 
have formed a group to cam- 
paign for another consultant. 
- “We think it is untenable that 
an area as large as Leeds West 
hould fail to maintain its consul- 
t service for the handicap- 
,” said Patricia McLoughlin, 
who has a disabled son Joe, 5. 
What we are dealing with is a 
aajor health service cut.” 
The group says it will cost 
340,000 a year to fund the post, 
‘a mere drop in the ocean” com- 
dared with the health authority’s 
innual budget. 
» The authority’s chairman was 
“not available for comment. 


Uf nea 


Children whose parents are 
fighting for another consultant. 
From left, Rebecca Forster, Rich- 
_ard Young and Anna Brookes. 


Isobel ’s 
got sax 


appeal ff . : 
E 15 | DN’s preview 9-12 


On the skids? 


Away the Lads! The football season is here again, and Arsenal's first home match (above) against 


Neil Johns 


Liverpool drew over 54,000 fans. Among them were 25 disabled people in a cordoned-off area. Arsenal 
offer free admittance for disabled fans (plus enabler) and many. other clubs have similar schemes. 
Check with your local club, grab a scarf and a rattle, and get down the Park next Saturday. 


&1 million boost for 
conductive education 


£12 million is to be spent by 
The Spastics Society over the 
next 2-3 years to develop con- 
ductive education in_ its 
schools. Support services will 
also be established for pa- 
rents who live too far away to 
commute to Ingfield Manor 
School in West Sussex, where 
an adapted form of conduc- 
tive education is practised. 

The announcement was made 
by Douglas Shapland, the Socie- 
ty’s chairman, last month. 

Much of the money will come 
from the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics, which has pledged to 
provide £168,000 within 6 
months, and to raise more 
money for in-service training 
and pre-school services. 

More pre-school provision, 
where parents can learn to in- 
teract at an early stage with their 
child, has already been achieved 
through a donation of £70,000, 
at Rutland House school in Not- 
tingham, which provides con- 
ductive education for severely 
disabled children. - 

A working party set up by the 
Society to examine its approach 
to conductive education, follow- 
ing widespread media and pub- 
lic interest prompted by the BBC 
film Standing Up for Joe in April 
1986, concluded that the be- 
nefits to cerebral palsied chil- 
dren and their parents of the 
work already taking place at Ing- 
field Manor and Rutland House 
schools were so great that this 
work should be further de- 


veloped and monitored. 

Director of education, Freddie 
Green, said the aim was to in- 
crease the number of children at 
Ingfield Manor from the present 
26 to 50 by 1989. 

The Spastics Society will not 
be giving any money to the new- 
ly created Foundation for Con- 
ductive Education which 
opened its Institute in Birming- 
ham this month. However, Mr 
Shapland stressed that the Socie- 
ty would be continuing. talks 
with the Foundation and ‘with 
the parent pressure group RACE 
(Rapid Action for Conductive 
Education ). - 

Countering criticism that the 
type of therapy practised in the 
Society’s schools is not “pure” 
conductive education as used in 
Hungary, Mr Shapland said that it 
had been adapted to British cul- 
ture and working practises. In 
Hungary one person, the con- 
ductor, is responsible for all 
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Don’t forget — it’s The 
Spastics Society’s National 
Week 12-20 September. 
Please sponsor a balloon. 
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SPEED WELL WITH 
SUPAKART 


BERKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
(Speedwell Enterprises) 
FREEPOST, Slough SL13BR 
Telephone: 0753 72249 


No watchdog 
for communi 


homes? 


Mentally handicapped peo- 
ple living in small group 
homes in the community 
may be at risk of abuse or 
neglect because it is not 
clear who has the statutory 
duty to monitor the way 
these homes are run, a Com- 
munity Health Council has 
claimed. 

Rochdale CHC wrote to the 
Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Security 6 months ago, 
asking him to clarify whether or 
not Community Health Coun- 
cils, the consumer watchdogs 
for the health service, have the 
right to inspect such homes. So 
far they have had no reply, de- 
spite repeated letters. 

A spokesperson for the DHSS 
said: “The letters are being given 
full consideration and will be re- 
sponded to in due course.” 

Under present legislation 
CHCs have the right to inspect 
premises “controlled by a re- 
levant District Authority.” But it 
is not clear if group homes fall 
into this category, or if the peo- 
ple with mental handicaps who 
live in them are private tenants. 

continued on page 3 


WHAT IS 


| SPEECH-WRITER? 


SPEECH-WRITER is a major new communication 


aid for the handicapped. 


Using the acclaimed MICRO-VOICE speech recog- 
nition device. SPEECH-WRITER allows keyboard 
free Speech Driven Word Processing. 


Letters, Reports, Essays etc. may all be written 


without using the keyboard. 


New Software now available for Special Education 


use: 
MATHS-TALK, 


TURTLE-TALK, 


JUNIOR 


SPEECH-WRITER, and for Speech Therapy, 


VOICE-PRINT. 


For further information or to arrange a demonstra- 


tion please contact: 


R & D Speech Technology 
Waterside House, Ponsharden, Penryn, 
Cornwall TR10 8AR (0326) 75290 


To change, or 
not to change? 


When Royal children rudely 
‘shout “Spastic” at a photo- 
grapher, isn’t it time to drop the 
word? Hasn’t it joined the ranks 
of four letter words? Many peo- 
ple with cerebral palsy hate it; 
very many parents ignore the 
Society for fear of tainting their 
children with this synonym for 
“clumsy”, “awkward”, “idiot”. 

A pity. Blame people, not this 
short, sharp, harsh, valuable 
word which helped so much to 
make known an unknown dis- 
ability in a few quick years and 
bring in today’s equivalent of 
£30 million a year every year 
from around 1960. 

Only two choices face the 
Society: make the word accept- 
able again and popular, or bury 
it. Both are expensive public re- 
lations jobs. 

The first, the more positive 
choice, means bringing the Soci- 
ety itself alive again as a fighting, 
crusading, popular organisation. 
Is .this possible? The second 
means a new name and facing 
the revenue loss from _ the 
change. Is this acceptable? 

But what new name? The 
Cerebral Palsy Society? Heaven 
forbid. What a gift to schoolboy 
wit: Cerebral ... the brain; Palsy 

. Shaking, trembling. “Shaky 
brain!” “Buzz-brain!” “Rattle 
brain!” 

The CP Society? Cee Pee ... 
scope. for low-minded school- 
boy wit there. 

No. Objecting parents and 
people with cp want a name that 
won't label them, hides them 
under a general description yet 
names them for help, but can’t 
be turned into a hurtful and 
offensive epithet. And the donat- 
ing public must sympathise with 
it. 

So try the CP-Disability Socie- 
ty for size. Innocuous, technical- 
ly accurate, and “You silly CP 
Disability” lacks the bite of “You 
silly spastic”. 


WA 
(ERHO-MED 


REHABILITATION 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now 12 Park Crescent London W1N 4EQ 


Not exciting? No, but look 
ahead. If the Society is prepared 
to grow and help other hand- 
icapped people and handicap 
charities — as groups have been 
doing for years — then the next 
step would be “The Disability 
Society”, a proud; embracing ti- 
tle the public could give to 
wholeheartedly. 

Comments please from peo- 
ple with cp, parents of cp chil- 
dren and other members of the 
public. 

Ian Dawson-Shepherd 
45 Avenue Mansions 
Finchley Road 
Hampstead 

London NW3 7BA 


graphers than to people are are 
spastic/have cerebral palsy. 

Some would point to inci- 
dents such as this as the reason 
why we should replace the word 
spastic with cerebral palsy. 

I don’t see this changing 
much: “spastic” isn’t going to dis- 
appear from the language. 

Far better, I feel, to keep this 
label, but to show that to be spas- 
tic isn’t to be “mental”, isn’t to be 
useless, isn’t something to be 
patronised. ['ve got faults ’'m 
sure. I’m just as sure that I’ve got 
some good qualities about me — 
and many of them are due to my 
having been born a “spastic”. 

The small change that I would 
like to see — and one that ’'m sure 
The Spastics Society could take 
on without worrying about los- 
ing money — is be called “a spas- 
tic person”. 

Michael Turner 
London SW18 


TOBAY’S TV IS ON PAGE 14 


Ma 


4 million newspapers sold at our expense. 


Quick retort by The Spastics Society: part of the advertisement which 
appeared a few days after The Sun’s headline. 


I'm quite surprised that The Sun 


picked up on the fact that to call - 


someone a spastic isn’t a particu- 
larly pleasant thing to do, so if 
this is indeed what was said I feel 
it is only right that Master Phil- 
lips should face public censure. 

I only wish I believed that this 
was The Sun’s main motive. The 
presentation of the story shows 
that they were actually in- 
terested in cheap sensationalism 
at the expense of a member of 
the Royal Family and more con- 
cerned at the insult to the photo- 


HEALTH GARE SERVICES 


SHUG SEA 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat has been designed and 
developed by Rehabilitation Engineers to enhance 
the sitting position of the younger disabled child 


need and application. A 


modular system of pads 


enables adaption to the 
shape of the child, and 

- the seat can easily 
transfer from home to - 
car to baby buggy. 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat is 
‘designed to be flexible in 


ORTHO-MED, 5 Loaning Road, Edinburgh EH7 6JE. Tel: 031-652 1603 


with moderate 
seating 
problems. 


The Sun’s headline (30 July ) was 
crude and ugly, but can the pap- 
er really be blamed? After all, this 
is a paper that’s not exactly 
famous for its subtlety and 
accuracy. In any case, in its de- 
fence it could easily use an argu- 
ment against which the Society 
has no satisfactory answer. 

It is sheer hypocrisy to com- 
plain about the abuse of “spas- 
tics” while apparently encourag- 
ing it by continuing to use it in 
the name of the organisation. 

While I worked for the Society 
I persistently faced the dilemma 
of having to explain the accuracy 
of “cerebral palsy” and the in- 
accuracy of “spastic” on the one 
hand, and explaining our name 
and why it had not changed on 
the other. The latter never 
appeared sufficient in the face of 
the former. 

Sooner of later this nettle must 
be grasped. The price of change 
might be more than some im- 
agine, but the cost of no change 
at all is infinitely greater. 

Chris Davies 
(A person who has cp) 
London NW 1 


Motability replies 


Tracey Booth is quite right to 
point out (DN, July ) that there is 
nothing “charitable” about the 
arrangement whereby she has 
received a car from Motability 
by contributing her Mobility 
Allowance for the purpose. We 
quite accept that, and the service 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PENFRIEND, 
FRIEND OR PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 


Motability provided for her (as 
for thousands of other disabled 
people) was to enable her to 
obtain the car on the best possi- 
ble terms. 

There is, however, an impor- 
tant side to Motability’s activities 
which is clearly charitable in na- 
ture. This arises when disabled 
applicants have- to find extra 
funds (on top of their Mobility 
Allowance) to obtain the par- 
ticular car or adaptations they 
require, and need financial help 
to do so. They can apply to Mota- 
bility for a grant from our charit- 
able fund — which depends on 
voluntary contributions and 
fund-raising activities. — 

Since Motability was founded 
in 1978 such grants have totalled 
over £1.25 million. 

Incidentally, the occasion re- 
ferred to was to mark Motabil- 
ity’s 75,000th car, not 750,000th 
as printed! 

Nigel Haygarth 
Charity Director 
Motability 

4 Carlton Gardens 
London SW1Y 5AB 


DN “complacent” 


Iam in no way convinced of Dis- 


ability Now’s political impartial- 


ity despite the editor’s lengthy 
reassurances (DN, June ) and find 
that, as usual, the June ’87 issue 
provides numerous examples of 
unjustified complacency. 

On page 2, “Sic” tries to fool us 
into agreeing with British Tele- 
com that they are introducing 
phone-call bills to give blind and 
partially sighted people more in- 
dependence. 

On page 4 you report that the 
Big Four banks (never known for 
their philanthropy) are intro- 
ducing Braille and large print 
statements and other goodies, so 
keen are they to win/poach cus- 
tomers. 

Disability Now avoids what 
should be an essential function, 
ie inform its readers of protests 
BEFORE they take place, not 
merely report them afterwards. 

It should also expose gross ex- 
amples of unfairness which I’ve 
no doubt many of your readers 
could record, instead of wasting 
space on giving hollow praise 
which clouds the real issues. 
Zelda Robinson 
London W14 


Who's for fishing 


I am planning to build a new 
trout fishery comprising 3 pools 
— approximately 9 acres of water 
in total. 

Despite making extensive en- 
quiries of official bodies, Iam un- 
able to obtain any facts about the 
number of disabled people who 
might be interested in trout 
fishing. 

I should be greatly obliged if 
disabled anglers or any disabled 
person or group who would be 
interested in using facilities of 
this type would write or tele- 
phone me. 

Derek Mayer 
Lower Eafield Farm 
Clegg Hall Road 
Smallbridge  ~ 
Rochdale, Lancs 
Tel: (0706) 42177 


Good luck, Jack! 


May I wish Jack Ashley luck with 
trying to get help from the Gov- 
ernment for more schools like 
Beech Tree North. We are one of 
the lucky parents. Our son John 
got a place at Beech Tree North 
nearly 2 years ago and has im- 
proved quite well. 

May I say thanks to the dedi- 
cated staff of Beech Tree who are 
always available for advice when 


- we need it. You’re wonderful. 


Mrs E A Beswick & family 


. Nuneaton, Warwicks 


DN’s diary column 
by Julian Marshall 
Skinflints 

Martin Mansell, whose car was 
clamped near Piccadilly Circus 
despite the prominently 
displayed Orange Badge, has 
finally received a reply from the 
Metropolitan Police. Thecurt | 
and rather unstylish letter (“The 
delay in replying is regretted”) 
makes no reference to the fact 
that the clampers acted illegally, | 
and as yet no refund of the 
release fee has been 
forthcoming, despite their 
promise to do so a.s.a.p. No 
mention of the taxi fare to the 
pound either, the skinflints. 


Table-turners 

American disability rights 
campaigners have traditionally 
been more militant than their 
British cousins, and the 
American Disabled for 
Accessible Public Transport 
(ADAPT ) are no exception. Each 
Spring and Autumn ADAPT 
relentlessy follows the American 
Public Transit Association 
around the country to picket. 
their regional and national 
meetings. At their Western | 
Region conference in Phoenix, 
Arizona, 69 ADAPT members 
were arrested in 4 days for “not 
dispersing when police : 
ordered”, “disorderly conduct” — 
and “wheelchair horn honking”, 
all pretty subversive stuff. The 
highlight of the civil 
disobediance campaign at 
Phoenix was the Sunday night 
wheelchair blockade of the _ 
entrances to the Rustler’s Roost ~ 
mountain top restaurant, when — 
APTA delegates were kept away 
from their steak supper. They 
were eventually forced to 
scramble on their hands and 
knees through a kitchen 
window. “Now you know what 
accessibility is about,” said one 
ADAPT protester. Allez vous 
citoyens! 


Lock-out 


Andrew Coldwell, a disabled 
member of a Kirklees Council 
sub-committee, cut short his 
July holiday to attend a special 
meeting. But on turning up at 
Huddersfield town hall for it, he - 
found the door locked and the 
attendant that had been 
promised him gone. Asa result, 
he missed the equal 4 
opportunities sub-committee _ 
meeting — and the item on the 
agenda about a £10,000 grant to 
improve access to Kirklees 
council premises. 


RASPs 


Florida has acquired the 
reputation of being packed full 
of wealthy OAP’s who have 
retired to its sumptuous climate. 
Presumably, many of these 
RASPs (Rich Anglo-Saxon 
Pensioners ) are, or become, 
wheelchair users, which might — 
explain the Space Coast 
Association of the Physically 
Handicapped’s filing of a law suit 
against the Cocoa Beach Hilton 
for violation of Florida’s access — 
laws. Have they run out of 
humbler goals to aim for, or is 
there areal demand? As we say 
over here, the chance would be a 
fine thing. ; 


Contributions please, to DN 


‘Changing Society” is the theme 
if The Spastics Society’s Nation- 
al Week (12-20 September). 
Through hundreds of events 
around Britain, “open house” 
centres and schools and special 
literature, the Society will be 
_ showing the public what it is 
_ doing with and for disabled peo- 
_ ple and how it is trying to change 
attitudes to disability. 
_ For example, a Microtechnol- 
_ ogy Roadshow will be touring 
_ the West of England and Wales 
_ and schools and centres will be 
_ running microtech exhibitions. 
_ At Cwmbran in Wales there 
will be an “Able and Willing” 
conference on employment 
prospects for people with disabi- 
' lities. At Coventry representa- 
tives from state and voluntary 
_ agencies will meet disabled peo- 
ple for a weekend to discuss 
_ issues such as employment and 
benefits. In Birmingham there 
_ will be an Arts and Drama day. 
_ Budding sportsmen and 


_ No watchdog for 
community homes? 
continued from page 1 


that they have no right to visit 
these homes, or even to know 
how many have been set up and 
where they are. 

“We don’t want a troop of us 
' tramping through  people’s 
_ homes but we would like a single 
_ member to be able to knock on 
the door and see how things 
are,” said David Dawson, secret- 
_ ary of the council. “Community 

Health Councils have a role to 
_ play in guaranteeing that stan- 

dards are maintained, and it will 

_ be lost unless we know where 
we stand.” 
_ MENCAP’s director of welfare 
and counselling, James Ross, 
said: “I share their concern, be- 
cause something has to be done. 
_ At the moment these homes are 
_ falling between two _ stools. 
_ There must be some form of in- 
spection and monitoring team, 
but I'm not sure that Community 
Health Councils are the right 
people to do it. 

“The responsibility for men- 
tally handicapped people should 
be with social services depart- 
ments, not health bodies.” 


Rochdale CHC has been told | 


‘Society out to change society 


women are invited to “Come and 
Try It” in Sunderland on 16 
September and have a go at such 
things as abseiling, skating and 
orienteering. 

In Northern Ireland, 90 librar- 
ies will be promoting the mes- 
sage of National Week and the 
work of NICOD (Northern Ire- 
land Council for Orthopaedic 
Development). 

There are many sponsored 
events planned too. In London 
an attempt will be made to break 
the 18 hours and 41 minutes re- 
cord for visiting all the London 
tube stations, while 10 young 
people with cp will be using 
weird and wonderful methods of 
transport to get from Cornwall 
to London. 

National Week kicks off with a 
party for celebrities and press at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London on 8 September, and the 
grand finale comes on the 19th, 
when thousands of sponsored 
balloons will be released from 
over a hundred sites around the 
country. 


For information about events 
in your area, contact The Spas- 
tics Society’s local representa- 
tive or consult your local news- 


papers. 


Express specials 


Starting this month, DN readers 
will be able to take advantage of 
special offers usually reserved 
for readers of Express Newspap- 
ers. The offers range from 
clothes to linen and equipment 
for the home. 

The first offer is a unisex ski 
jacket which might suit all those 
readers who will be inspired by 
the winter sports feature (see 
page 17). 

Express Newspapers is giving 
its support to DN in a tangible 
way, not only making these 
offers available but arranging for 
DN to receive 20 per cent of the 
price of each product sold. 

“We are very grateful to Ex- 
press Newspapers”, says Mary 
Wilkinson, the editor. “Our cir- 
culation is growing very fast, but 
so are our production costs. I do 
hope readers will respond en- 
thusiastically to these offers. 
They should help us all.” 


For special heeds 


Ss 


THE HOMECARE SYSTEM 
Effortless control of domestic appliances tailored to individual 
needs covering a range of disabilities. 
See us at NAIDEX, orsend for details, or ask fora FREE 
DEMONSTRATION. 


Deron (dn1 ), Unit 8, Foundry Lane, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1LH. Tel: 091 276 0660 
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"ARE yok, 8% HAVE 


you BvER BEE), 
A DIAL-A-RDE 


New code threatens London Dial-a-Ride users 


London Dial-a-Ride users will 
not be able to travel more than 1 
mile beyond the boundaries of 
their borough if a new code of 
practice put forward by London 
Regional Transport, which funds 
the services, is implemented. 

Already 5 Dial-a-Rides have in- 
troduced the new policy, which 
also limits booking to no more 
than 2 days in advance. Enfield, 
Havering, Haringey and Hilling- 
don Dial-a-Rides will no longer 
make journeys more than a mile 
beyond their boundaries, except 
to selected destinations, and 
Greenwich will not cross the 
boundary line at all. 

This has prompted a storm of 
protest from disabled people 
who can no longer use the ser- 
vice to visit friends and relatives 
in other boroughs, or go to con- 
certs or the theatre in the West 
End. 

So far London Regional Trans- 
port has put the new code of 
ptactice to the Dial-a-Rides as a 


The disabled child 
deservesasmuch = Xx 
freedomand mobility * 
as possible to help 
them take a more 
active role in family 
life. The Travel Chair 
helps solve so many 
problems due toits 
unique design. At 
home it becomes a 
high chair, reclines to 
become a relaxer; 
outside it serves asa 
tugged pushchair and in 
the car it becomes the 
child's car seat. 


@RIFOK 


Name 


provides maximum support and 
correct positioning of shoulders or 


Nales 


Please send me further information on the Travel Chair 


consultation document only. 
But some have alleged that when 
they applied for additional fund- 
ing LRT put pressure on them to 
comply with the new code, as a 


pre-condition for receiving the- 


money. 

“A number of Dial-a-Rides are 
being co-erced into accepting 
the policy,” said Tracey Booth of 
the London Dial-a-Ride Users 
Association. “It is something we 
will resist all the way. While we 
fully understand that there are 
financial benefits from this sys- 
tem, we are concerned about its 
effect on the quality of service.” 

Fifteen London Dial-a-Rides 
met last month to discuss the 
proposal. “The feeling was: that 
this was not well thought out by 
LRT,” said David Hunter of the 
User’s Association. 

Tony Shaw of LRT’s Unit for 
Disabled Passengers said: “There 
is a vast difference between Dial- 
a-Rides in the number of passen- 
gers carried. Most people want 


Firm back system 


soft back 
upholstery 


Soft nd e 
wheels ... 
and castors. 


Address 


brake system 


to make short journeys and do 
not want to be committed too 
long in advance. 

“Where we are talking to indi- 
vidual Dial-a-Rides about addi- 
tional funding, we must do 
something to ensure that they 
carry the maximum number of 
people possible. 

“The service cannot be ex- 
tended to more people unless 
the more time-consuming trips 
are cut back.” 

Alan Walker, who regularly 
uses Islington Dial-a-Ride said: 
“If this proposal is implemented 
it will reduce the quality of the 
service to just shopping trips, 
and will deny the principle that 
disabled people need to travel 
long distances.” 

He suggested there were plen- 
ty of compromises which would 
increase efficiency but retain 
flexibility, such as setting one 
vehicle aside for long trips, or 
restricting long trips to certain 
times. 


» Stabiliser. 
Built-in for 

adjustable 

stability 


Ortho-Kinetics (UK Limited 
E. J. Gaffney House, 190 Commercial Road 
Totton, SOUTHAMPTON, Hants 


—————————— 
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FORTRESS SCIENTIFIC 
MOBILITY PRODUCTS 


® Home Demonstrations 


2000 


Electric 
Three Wheeler 


coats Y 


Ss 
AUTHORIZED 
EALER 
i, 


oO I would like to learn more about the 
Fortress Scientific Mobility Products. 


os WO ;000FS 
Add-On Power 


Wheelchairs 


(DORSET) LIMITED 


Poole, Dorset BH12 4AP 


239 Alder Road, Parkstone, 


System for Manual 


® Discover the Pleasure 
of Electric Mobility 

® Travel easily 
Indoors & Outdoors 

® Completely 
Portable 


® Repower from 
any wall outlet 

® Simple One-Hand 
Controls 

®@ Agents throughout 
the U.K. 


Powes halt @ After Sales Service. 


Telephone: Parkstone (0202) 734171 


[_] | would like a home demonstration. 


Now! 


THEELITE 


RANGE 


OFFERS 


YOU MORE... 


th 
More freedom” 


Here's the first compact, front 

wheel drive wheelchair from 

Everest &Jennings. The Liberty 

tackles rough ground easily and 

climbs ke 

and yet it 
a 


brochu 


TODAY! 


rbs without any attachment. All this 
can still fold down simply to pop into 
a car. If you are feeling a little 
adventurous, then ask for a brochure 
, onthe Liberty. 


O Elite Whisper 


Princewood Road, Corby 
Northants NN17 2DX. 

@@e HELPLINE (24 hours) 
@@® 0536 65914 


re(s) 
Everest & 


Home & Away 1 Elite Liberty 
(please tick) 
FREEPOST EVEREST & JENNINGS 


Jennings — The Caring Company — 


b6 
More value 
for money” 


The Home & Away is a rather 
powerful little chair with the 
ability to get around in the 
tightest of spaces. It has a 
simple but ingenious method of folding away for 
journey’s further afield. The extra 
comfort is standard and there are neat 
kerb climbers available. Competitively 
priced, the Home & Away is easy to 
= use and easy to 
handle. Ask for 
. &. further details. 
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More comfort 


For all day long comfort you can’t beat 
the Elite Whisper. Everything about the 
Whisper points to superb quality. Quiet, 
smooth and very comfortable, the 

Whisper is the model for the discerning 
wheelchair owner. To find 
out more simply 
clip the coupon. 
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Family win right to buy 
adapted pout home 


# 


Ian Sutherland reports 

The parents of a disabled Lanark- 
shire girl have won the right to 
buy their specially-adapted 
council house, after a decision 
by the Lands Tribunal for Scot- 
land. They hope the sale will be 
completed by November. 

Patrick and Mary Crilly, whose 
daughter Pauline, 16, has spina 
bifida and uses a wheelchair, 
were the first tenants of the 3- 
bedroom semi-detached house 
in Uddingston after its comple- 
tion in 1980. 

The Crillys took their claim to 
the Lands Tribunal for Scotland 
after Motherwell district refused 
them the right to buy their 
house. The local authority 
argued that it wanted all homes 
specially designed for use by dis- 
abled persons to remain ia pub- 
lic ownership. 

Pauline’s family argued that 
they wanted their daughter to 
have a secure home for life. 

Motherwell council told the 
Lands Tribunal that the Crilly 
house, which has wheelchair 
ramps, a lifting hook in a bed- 
room and specially adapted elec- 
trical sockets, was part ofa group 
of dwellings — clearly identi- 
fiable as such — designed for spe- 
cialist use. The Lands Tribunal 
rejected this argument, since no 
warden service or call system 


A self contained system to convert 


* Portable 
* Installs in minutes 
* Affordable 


* Mounts on right or left 
side of chair 


* Fits under desk or table 


Orders and inquiries to: 
FREEDOM DRIVE 
c/o Kensington Traders Ltd 


Quebec Way, London SE16 1AA 
Telephone: 01-232 1746 


At last! 


manual wheelchairs to motorized chairs. 


Unit 11, Mulberry Business Centre 


was installed. Accordingly, there 
could be no constraint on the 
right of the tenant to buy. 

The leader of Motherwell’s 
controlling Labour group, coun- 
cillor Vincent Mathieson, said: 
“We have only 30 houses for dis- 
abled people in the whole of 
Motherwell district. We are ex- 
tremely disappointed by the 
Lands Tribunal’s decision.” 

Soon after the legal decision in 
favour of the Crilly family, the 
council announced that they 
would begin a “nationwide” 
campaign to force the govern- 
ment to change the law on sales 
of specially-built or adapted 
council houses. The authority 
said it would be writing to every 


local authority in Scotland seek- © 


ing support for a change in leg- 
islation. 

Mr and Mrs Crilly have now 
received a formal proposal from 
the local authority, in order to 
buy their home. The council will 
receive some £23,000. 

It is understood that the pa- 
rents of other disabled young 
people are preparing to make 
similar applications to purchase 
their council homes. 

Meanwhile, another Lanark- 
shire council, Hamilton, has 
announced that it would resist a 


purchase application from the — 


parents of another disabled girl. 


FREEQDM NIUE Noa 


“~ 


a NEW CUSHION 


that lasts... 


anddlasts... 2. 


and lasts... 


Guaranteed to keep its shape and resilience for a minimum of 12 
months, the POLYVOLTAC, dual density wheelchair cushion will 
give lasting comfort and support. Made from silicone, fire- 
retardant non-toxic foam it introduces a new standard of safety 
and durability. 


Price — Standard size 15” x 15" x 242" (£48+p&p (£2 UK) 
Other sizes made to order. 


Send cheque with order and cushion will be despatched 
within 72 hours. 


POLYVOLTAC (UK) LIMITED, 
Units 7 & 8, Great Western Industrial Park, Armstrong Way, 
Southall, Middlesex UB2 4SD. 


For additional information, telephone: 
The Sales Manager, 01-571 2434 
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Everybody shall get what he or 
needs in order to make a 
d life, taking into account 
individual’s unique situa- 
on and _ possibilities. The 
amount of help needed may vary 
— but everybody has the same 
pht to assistance. There is a 
yery great difference between 
receiving aid as your right as a 
citizen and getting it as a charity 
because you are different.” 
‘These words were spoken by 
the Swedish Prime Minister, Olaf 
ime a year before he was assas- 
sinated, and were used by the 
UN Experts Meeting held in 
Stockholm, Sweden on 17 to 22 
August as a dedication to their 
evaluation of the World Prog- 
famme of Action at the mid- 
point of the UN Decade of Dis- 
bled Persons. 
For disabled people the Prog- 
mme of Action is a document 
f emancipation. It states quite 
ly that disabled people have 
ght to full and equal participa- 
in society. 
is was an historic meeting 
experts. For the first time the 
J provided sign language inter- 
retation. All documents were 
failable in braille in all six of- 


ks on tape have been a large 
of the American market for 
eral years now. By contrast, 
ritish books on cassette have 
not been widely available and 
are sold mainly in record shops. 
This should. change with the 
unch of Eloquent Reels, a range 
attractively produced Classics 
hich several large chains of 
ookshops have agreed to stock, 
cluding W H Smith and Claude 
The books are six hours long 
nd come on four cassettes. 
eaders include Richard Baker, 
ndrew Sachs and Peter Em- 
mens and the price is £12.95. 

The five titles published so far 


TOWN 
| Push-Chair 


| Joey 
f @ Folds into flat, neat 
BH portable unit. 
| @3 different sizes of 
| seat available with 
| S3different depths of 
@ seat board — 
Suitable for children 
from 1% to 12 
years old. 
@Recliningback , 
available. y 
_ @€Easy to steer >= 
@ Attractive 
| colour and 
- design. 


RTHOKINETICS 


| ORTHO-KINETICS (UK) LIMITED Care Chair Division, 
| E. J. Gaffney House, 190 Commercial Road, Totton, 
| Southampton SO4 3ZZ. Tel. 0703 863629 


achel Hurst reports on the 
nid-point of the UN Decade of Disabled Persons 
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ficial languages and on tape too. 
Time was given to a mentally 
handicapped person to give his 
expert opinion. In fact the meet- 
ing was accessible to all, and a 
majority of the experts were dis- 
abled people. 


In evaluating the past five 


years, it was clear that not 
enough had been achieved and 
little was known by society or 


governments about the decade. 


Whilst many countries had said 
they had national plans on dis- 
ability they were often poorly 
co-ordinated and funded and 
needed a much clearer mandate 
to be effective. 

As a result of these findings the 
Meeting of Experts firmly be- 
lieved that the way forward must 
be in the implementation of the 
human rights of disabled people, 
preferably through legislation, 
first as full citizens of their coun- 
tries with the same rights as 
others, and secondly as users of 
social and other services. 

They made several recom- 
mendations to achieve this end. 
The first was that the UN should 
prepare an international conven- 
tion on the elimination of all 
forms of discrimination against 


are Great Expectations, Far 
From the Madding Crowd, 
Hound of the Baskervilles, Jane 
Eyre and Wuthering Heighis, 
with another six out soon, in- 
cluding an anthology of poetry. 
This month, Hamlyn are laun- 
ching their own set of bestsel- 
lers. Their authors include Tom 
Sharpe, James Herbert, Jeffrey 
Archer, Jilly Cooper and Isaac 


. Asimov. 


Hamlyn are using ‘personali- 
ties’ to read too, but have also 
got Lucy Irvine (Castaway) and 
John Le Carre (A Small Town in 
Germany) to read their own 
works. At £4.99, they are cheap- 
er than the Eloquent Reels range, 


Series 8 


for both). 

@ Robust “go 
anywhere” chair 
for long country 
walks. 

@ Comfortable 
padded seat. 

@ Complete 


COUNTRY 
Push-Chair 


@ Comfortable for userand . 
pusher (comfortable ride 


For further details of these chairs and ourwide —_ | 
range of products, please contact us today. 


Five more years of struggle 


Experts Meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, at the 


disabled people to be ratified be- 
fore the end of the decade. They 
then called on member states 


‘and the UN to properly fund and 


mount a comprehensive public 
information and education cam- 
paign to promote the decade. 

But the main thrust of many of 
their recommendations was that 
organisations of disabled people 
must be adequately encouraged, 
resourced and consulted at re- 
gional, national and internation- 
al levels. 

There was no doubt that this 
was a very special meeting. Be- 
cause of the real involvement of 
disabled people the emphasis 
was clearly on equalisation of 
opportunities as the prime 
objective of the second half of 
the decade. The whole construc- 


tion of the meeting itself showed 


that this was possible and that 
disabled people could achieve 
equal status in society. But as the 
Swedish Minister of Social 


Affairs, Bengt Lindquist said in. 


his final words to the meeting: 
“the struggle goes on.” 


Rachel Hurst is chair of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People. 


Yow you can listen to the classics on tape 


but are only half the length. 

Alternatively, for £11.50 
membership a year, you could 
join the first commercially run 
library for hiring tape books by 
post. 

Travellers’ Tales has a cata- 
logue of several hundred short 
stories, abridged books and un- 
abridged books. The price is 80p 
per tape for the first week, then 
5p per week thereafter. 


Travellers Tales, Great Wed- 
dington, Ash, Canterbury, Kent 
CT3 2AR, tel: 0304 812531 


Eloquent Reels, Alhampton, 
Castle Cary, Somerset BA4 6PZ, 
tel: 074 986 593 


- Ifyou go down to the bog today... have a look round. One of the 


The National Trust 


few undrained fens left in East Anglia, with its rich animal and 
plant life and unique working windpump, is now accessible to 
wheelchairs. The National Trust, owners of Wicken Fen since 1899, 
have spent £27,000 on a one year community programme to build a 
boardwalk around the 600 acre site. 


HOW BRITISH GAS 
HELPS 


ELDERLY AND 
DISABLED PEOPLE | 


British Gas has a long-standing and continuing 
commitment to caring. That’s why we offera 
variety of services for elderly and disabled people. 


WE CAN GIVE ADVICE ON:- 


Free gas safety checks for elderly and disabled 
people who live alone. 


Special help for physically and visually 
handicapped people. 
Fuel saving. 


Paying for gas. 


Gas safety. 
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Appliance servicing. 


Tick the subjects which interest you and send this 
advertisement to FREEPOST, British Gas, P.O. Box 
No. 82, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 8UT and we'll 


send you our helpful leaflets. 
Name ees 
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Iama member of the caring professions [] 
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British Gas 


ENERGY IS OUR BUSINESS 
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Joey 
This manoeuvrable 
Swedish push- 
chairis light and easily 
portable. It folds flat and 
has 3 different sized 
seat inserts, which 
all fit on the same 
chassis, so the 


chair grows with 
the child. : 


Max : 
Acomfortable ride for you both 
This attractive modern push- 
chair is intended for as many 
varying kinds and degrees of 
handicap as possible. 


The wide range of supportive 
and positioning accessories 
enable this chair to be 
tailor-made to each child’s 
requirements. A unique 

Car seat. 


iz 
yi 
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— Pony 
Mobility and fun for children 


This portable 3-wheeler 
allows freedom and 

independence indoors 
and out. - 


The | 
Adaptive 


Stander 
wi 


A portable 3-wheeler for freedom 
and independence. Its styling and 
comfort means adults and older 
children can travel where and when 
they want indoors and out. 


Not just a prone board, 
but anew concept 

in adaptive weight- 
bearing positioning. 


ORTHO-KINETICS 
E.J. Gaffney House, 
190 Commercial Road, 
Totton, Southampton, 
Hants. S04 32Z2Z. 

Tel. 0703 863629 


Please send me details of the following 1. Travel Chair 0 2. Joey 0 3. Max L/4. Adaptive Stander 015. Lark 0 6. Pony 0 sPoropiat 
Naren ee ees ee 


DN 9/87 


_ ss] == 


DISABILITY NOW — SEPTEMBER 1987 


7 


4 , 
The Beggar’s 
Opera 


Some people may question the 
relevance to today of The Beg- 
gar’s Opera — an 18th century 
tale of greed, betrayal and licen- 
tiousness in High- and Low-Life 
London — but playing as it did 
during the Jeffrey Archer libel 
case, PATH Production’s choice 
of plays seemed rather apposite. 
The “mixed _  disabled/able 
bodied cast used an attractive, 
imaginative set (at the Jeanetta 
Cochrane Theatre) and a well- 
arranged score, mostly to excel- 
lent effect. 

The story centres around 
Macheath, a dandy highwayman 
and leader of a motley bunch of 
pickpockets and drunkards, and 
his one true love, Polly Peacham, 
_ daughter of Macheath’s unscru- 
pulous, upwardly mobile 
“fence”. 

Much of the early play is taken 
up by Macheath, played by Issy 
Schlisselman, trying to convince 
Polly (Kate Portal) of his sincer- 
ity. Their exchanges are given an 
entirely new dimension by the 
fact that Schlisselman is deaf and 
Kate is blind. He uses sign lan- 
guage, unseen by her but sung by 
amember of the orchestra, while 
_ She sings in reply — unheard by 

him 


These exchanges, as wry a 


statement on the troubled 
course of love the world-over as 


Fasten your seat belts. 
economy.* 


you're away. And here’s where 
you get your first surprise. This 
little car is quick off the mark. 

That's because the gear- 
box is much simpler than a 


engine power. 


But you don't. 


You're coming for a drive in a truly amazing little 
car. It's a 1.1 litre Ford Fiesta with a new kind of automatic 
gearbox, one that’s designed especially for small cars. 

In the first place, it feels as nippy as a manual. 

In the second place, you'll be amazed by its fuel 


And, in the third place, it's great fun. 

Let’s suppose you're just moving off. All the 
controls will seem quite familiar The gear lever 
has five positions: park, reverse, neutral, drive 
and low. Slot it into drive, squeeze the accelerator, 


In tests, it's done 0-60 mph within a second and a 
half of the five speed manual, and reached 87 mph.t 

But the best is still to come. As you accelerate, 
you expect to feél it change gear. 


You see, the gearbox doesn’t have the usual gears. 
Instead, it continuously adjusts itself so that you're always 
in the most efficient ratio for the prevailing conditions. 

People say it feels like a plane taking off. The car 
smoothly gathers speed with no hiccups along the way, 


£3 


Issy Schlisselman as the dandy highwayman Macheath (left) with 


Edward Jones as the Player. 


was ever made, illustrated the 
real potential of mixed com- 
panies such as PATH. Here was a 
scene that leaped ahead of able- 
bodied interpretations of a 
much-revived play, adding 
something unique by using dis- 
ability creatively instead of simp- 
ly trying to overcome it by 
mimicing “normal” productions. 
With one scene, they shattered 
the “didn’t they do well” 
approach to appreciation. 

A later scene, when Macheath 
is betrayed to the authorities by 
an ex-lover (in cahoots with Pol- 
ly’s father) had a similar effect, 
when he sings a lament for the 
first and only time in his own 
cracked, pitchless voice, pro- 
ducing a moment of genuine 
pathos. 


happens. The car seems to relax 


for motorways. 


conventional automatic. So it doesn’t use up as much 


into a lovely quiet cruise. 

It's a bit like having a sixth 
gear, which in effect it has. The 
engine slows right down but you 
maintain your speed. Wonderful 


That also 
explains why this 
Fiesta is so economical. 
Since it always chooses the 


The other highlights came 
mainly in the rousing chorus 
numbers by Macheath’s gang 
and the delightfully over-the-top 
“ladies of the town”. The solos 
did not on the whole come up to 
scratch and the acting, hardly 
surprisingly, varied from the 
professional to the amateur, 
though all the parts were played 
with great commitment and en- 
thusiasm. 

This is the second fairly stan- 
dard musical production PATH 
have done this year (the other 
being Godspell). It would be 
nice to see them try something 
more contemporary and a little 
“heavier” that allowed further in- 
vestigation of the dramatic possi- 
bilities inherent in a mixed cast. 

Julian Marshall 


The Quiet Ear: Deafness 
in Literature 


Compiled by Brian Grant 
(Andre Deutsch, £9.95. If you 
order through the British Deaf 
Association, 38 Victoria Place, 
Carlisle CAI 1HU, the BDA will 
receive £5 for every copy sold.) 


The Quiet Ear is an anthology of 
deafness in literature which cov- 
ers Over two thousand years 
from the ancient Greek historian 
Herodotus to the present day MP 
Jack Ashley. The impressive 
sweep of the book includes slap- 
stick, romance and melodrama 
in the form of letters, anecdotes, 
fiction, poems and _ children’s 
literature. 

Here then, are several centur- 
ies of accumulated legends, pre- 
judices, and black humour from 
the account of the miracle cure 
of a deaf youth by the Bishop of 
Hexham in 685 A.D. to the 
phoney sympathy of Fleet Street 
journalists “sign language is no 
use ... just talk to them, that'll 
do it” (Katharine Whitehorn, 
The Observer). 

To quote the plug on the book 
jacket, The Quiet Ear aims to be 
of interest to deaf readers ‘for the 
misconceptions about their con- 
dition put about by hearing au- 
thors’. For hearing readers, it 
claims to be ‘a revelation and 
will surely affect the way we be- 
have towards the deaf. 

As a deaf reader, I suspect it is 
more successful with the former 
aim than the latter. 

While The Quiet Ear offers 
tragedy, sympathy and a little 


at 56 mph* 


humour as light relief, there’s no 
real vision here to point the way 
to getting us out of the mess that 
has been created by the centur- 
ies of ignorance which the 
anthology documents so well. 
This is a shame since there is a 
long tradition of socially com- 
mitted deaf writers — who have 
been barely covered here — from 
Jean Massieu, who became the 
first deaf teacher of the deaf in 
the world during the Age of En- 
lightenment in 18th century 
France, to Fred Schreibner 
whose witty aphorisms ex- 
horted his fellow deaf Americans 
during the 1960s to take pride in 
their language and culture and 
campaign for their civil rights. 
Still, The Quiet Ear is a start. If 
future editions can build on this 
and contrast the negative 
stereotypes of popular and clas- 
sical literature with some more 
positive selections from deaf 
writers then I’m sure this anthol- 
ogy can go on from strength to 
strength. It might then fulfil its 
potential to become a standard 
work in deaf awareness that will 
have a real impact on the hearing 
world. 
Stephen Iliffe 
News Editor, 
Deaf Broadcasting Campaign 


Look out for... 


Chances, a project which aims 
to bring together disabled and 
able-bodied poets and painters, 
is holding an exhibition and 
workshop at Wigan Pier, Wigan 
on 24 October, where they will 
be showing their work and hold- 
ing poetry readings. This is a 
lead-up to a major exhibition in 
1988 in which each poem by a 
disabled person will be illus- 
trated by an able-bodied painter 
and vice-versa. For details of the 
project contact Peter Street, 19 
Nelson Street, Atherton, Greater 
Manchester M29 OLJ. 


job, it uses a lot less petrol than a conventional auto- 
matic. In Government fuel tests it achieved 58.9 mpg 


We could go on for ever about this little car; how 
easy it is to drive in town, what fun it is on winding roads. 
But, better by far, why not try it for yourself. 

The Fiesta Automatic is available in L or Ghia trim. 
And most Ford dealers should be able to 
arrange a demo. 

One last word, don't be put off if it feels 
a little odd at first. It'll only take you a couple 


of miles to get used to it. Once you have, we 


bet you'll agree, it's magic. 

If you would like full details 
of the Fiesta CTX, the Ford 
Motability Scheme and a copy 
of our brochure “Ford and the 


Disabled Motorist” then please fill in the “Freepost’ 


coupon below or contact Ford Personal Import Export Ltd, 


oi Motability Dept. DNX, 


~_WIY 2BN. Tel: 01-493 4070. 


aie 


8 Balderton Street, London 


and hardly any change in engine note. highest possible gear ratio for the 


tFord computed figs. *Achieved in govt. fuel economy tests - 


HE NEW FIESTA CTX AUTOMATIC. 88s 
off on the accelerator and something else quite delightful T E N * constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 40.916.91. Urban driving 39-27.21 


Once you've reached your desired speed, you ease 


Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. 


Please send me full details of the Fiesta CTX, the 
| Ford Motability Scheme and the Ford Cars brochure. 
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New phone for BT winner 


Mervyn Potter’s prize-winning poem: 


Echo Newspapers 


A telephone is my life line 

Emergency or feeling fine 

I can get help on the line 
when I’m alone 


I make a call when I am bored 

So easy, it’s without a cord 

I get cheered up with just a word 
with someone 


Business call or ring a friend 


Even though I cannot walk 

I haven’t lost the power to talk | 

To friends in Essex, Sussex, York 
Jean, John or Joan 


My family in Australia fair 

Sound so close I feel ’'m there 

Not sitting here in my wheelchair 
in my home 


Push buttons are easy to use 


Plumber, painter, bank to lend With them I ring and hear folks’ news 
All of these are at the end Without having to sit and muse 
of my phone on what goes on © 


Some days, when my arms are weak If ’'m feeling rather flat 

With shoulder rest, it’s on my cheek The phone bell rings, and I know that 

And so in comfort I can speak Someone cares and wants to chat 
from my home to me alone 


Mervyn Potter, with his wife E Flizaheth, receiving his prize Ey BT’s David Cawdell. 


| 
| 
| Mr Mervyn Potter from Noak 
Bridge, Lindon, Essex is now the 
pleased possessor of a British 
5 Telecom cordless phone (worth 
etter Communications for Everyone £100) He was the winner inthe 
Disability Now section of BT’s 
Feedback competition for dis- 
abled customers, launched last 
February. 

Competitors were asked to 
say how BT’s products and ser- 
vices helped them to deal with 
or overcome their disability. 

Mr Potter has trouble speak- 
ing over the phone because of 
breathlessness caused by muscu- 
lar dystrophy, but his wife Eli- 
zabeth commented, “We’re very 
pleased with it. Mervyn can use 
it occasionally and thinks it’s 
lovely. It is especially useful 
when I go out for a short time as I 
can leave it by him.” 

Mr Potter was one of the 13 
DN readers who entered the 
competition (where were the 
rest of you?). Altogether 169 
people entered through 9 dis- 
ability publications or the BT 
leaflet. 

Each editor was asked to 
select their first 3 preferences 
from among the entries sent in 
by their readers and then to 
share the judging with Ian Lyon, 
administrative manager of BT’s 
Action for Disabled Customers, 
Sue Short, secretary general of 
the Institute of Sales Promotion 
and Paula Stevenson, account 
director of the promotional 
agency Marketing Events. 

Mr Potter’s poem came top on 
both Ian Lyon’s and Mary Wilkin- 
son’s lists. Both liked its original- 
ity, its rhythm, and particularly 
the last verse. Ian Lyon also’ 
appreciated the number of ways 
the phone was helping Mr Pot- 
ter. 

So, congratulations Mr Potter, 
and thanks to the other disabled 
people who entered. We are 
hoping that BT might make this 
competition an annual event. 


Faulty oven 


Microwave oven makers Mer- 
rychef have announced that 
some of theit Microcook and 
Microvend models may have 
faulty shields on their doors, fol- 
lowing reports that 2 of the 
above models had excessive 
microwave leakage. 

Anyone supplied with these 
models between 1 June 1984 
and 31 December 1985 should 
contact the manufacturers, who 
will repair the perforated mesh 
in the doors, which may have 
slipped and left an unprotected 
area at the top. | 

Merrychef said the operation | 
was simple, would take only a 


Action for few minutes and would not be 
Disabled Customers sfarged for 


Contact: Service Department, | 
Merrychef Lid, Moorfield Road, 

Guildford, Surrey GUI 1RU. Tel: | 
(0483) 37231. 


for your free copy 
of British Telecom's Guide to Equipment. 

and Services for Disabled Customers — 

contact your local BT Sales Office: 

The address and telephone number is in the Phone Book 
or dial 100 and ask for FREEFONE TELECOM SALES 
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Come and try it at naidex 


Our 4-page pull-out guide to the National Aids for 
Disabled People Exhibition lists all the companies 
and organisations that will be exhibiting. Why not 
come and try out their products for yourself? The 
exhibition will be at the Alexandra Pavilion, Wood 
Green, London on 13-16 October. Opening times 
are 10am to 5.15pm, 10am to 4.30pm on Friday. 


Bencraft Ltd, The Avenue, Rub- 
ery, Rednal, Birmingham B45 
9AP. Tel: 021-453 1055. Stands 
_ 275, 285 & 286 


Bromakin Wheelchairs, Unit 
1, Falcon Street, Loughborough, 
_ Leics LE11 1EH. Tel: (0509) 
217569. The company will be 
showing the Spinner range of 
wheelchairs, including the fold- 
able Spinner 2000 and the one- 
arm drive, as well as the success- 
ful Bromakin Racer. Stands 208 
& 209 

Carters J) & A) Ltd, Alfred 
Street, Westbury, Wilts BA13 
3DZ. Tel: (0373) 822203. 
_ Stands 131-134 & 177-180 
Chairpower Ltd, Avondale, 
Freshford, Bath BA3 G6BX. Tel: 
(022 122) 3755. Chaispower 
makes the Squirrel, launched at 
Naidex ’86 — a powered indoor/ 
outdoor wheelchair with four- 
wheel drive, steering and brak- 
ing to make it safe and man- 
oeuvrable. £750 including bat- 
teries, charger and cushions. 
Stand 322 

Crest Aids for the Disabled, 
Greenhill Lane, Rownhams, 
Southampton SO1 8AN. Tel: 
(0703) 732516. Stand 147 
DHSS, Room D516, Alexander 
Fleming House, Elephant & Cas- 
tle, London SE1. Tel: 01-407 
5522 »6495. Stands 8, 45-53 
DMA Rehabilitation, Litchard 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend, Mid 
Glamorgan CF31 2AL. Tel: 
(0656) 57495. Stands 222-224 
Gerald Simonds Wheelchairs 
Stoke Mandeville, 9 March 
Place, Gatehouse Way, Ayles- 
bury, Bucks HP19 3UG. Tel: 
(0296) 436557. New __ this 
Naidex is the Champ XL, a de- 
velopment of the Swede Champ 
and designed for taller people. 
Also on show will be the Quick 
‘n Easy shower and commode 
chair and other wheelchairs 
from the Swede, Kuschall and 
Quickie ranges, as well as the Jay 
Medical range of wheelchair 
cushions. Stands 95-98 

Laflor Wheels/Contimex, PO 
Box 94, Uckfield, East Sussex 
TN22 3XZ. Tel: (0825) 722315. 
The company makes wheelchair 
wheels and accessories. Stand 
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Medinorth Ltd, York Towers, 
383 York Road, Leeds LS9 OTA. 
Tel: (0532) 350110. Stands 126- 
128 

Mobility Aids Centre, 88 South 
_ Street, Stanground, Peterbor- 
ough PE2 8EZ. Tel: (0733) 
_ 44930. Stands 129 & 130 

_ Mobility 2000 (Telford) Ltd, 
Telford Industrial Centre, Staf- 
ford Park 4, Telford, Shrops TF3 
3BA. Tel: (0952) 610329. Stand 
244B 

Newton Products, Meadway 
Works, Garratts Green Lane, 
Birmingham B33 OSQ. Tel: 021- 
783 6081. Newton will be intro- 
ducing the Badger, a new po- 
wered wheelchair which pro- 
vides all-day support. Also new 
are the Elan MK2 powered, 
transportable wheelchair and 
the Ultra Lightweight folding 
manual chair. Stands 253 & 254 
Nicholls Care Centres, Soot- 
house Spring, Valley Road In- 


dustrial Estate, St Albans, Herts 
AL3 OPF. Tel: (0727) 34255. 
Stand 22 

Remploy (Wheelchair Divi- 
sion), Bramall Lane, Sheffield $2 
4RA. Tel: (0742) 757631-On ex- 
hibit will be the Stowaway, a sim- 
ple transit chair for people who 
need occasional mobility. It 
folds compactly to fit in any car, 
or for storage indoors. £175. 
Stands 23 & 75 

Samson Products (Dorset) 
Ltd, 239 Alder Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH12 4AP. Tel: 
(0202) 734171. As UK distribu- 
tor for Fortress Scientific of 
Canada, the company will be 
showing their range of mobility 
products, including two new 
models — an electric three- 
wheeler and a lightweight “plas- 
tic” manual wheelchair. A new 
range of children’s wheelchairs 
from Belgium will also be 
shown. Stands 306, 307, 316 & 
317 


Griffin Mill 


Batricar Ltd, : 
Thrupp, Stroud Glos GL5 2AZ: 
Tel: (0453) 882243. On show .- 
will be the new Step Rider 
Wheelchair, an electric  stair- 


climbing wheelchair, which 
makes it possible to go up and 


Remploy’s Stowaway wheel- 
chair folds compactly. 


down stairs with just one atten- 
dant. Batricar’s range of 3- 
wheeled and 4-wheeled vehicles 
will be available for test drives. 
Stand 76 

Booster Electric Vehicles, 
Bridge Works, Woodshead Road, 
Honley, Huddersfield, W Yorks 
HD7 2PW. Tei: (0484) 666300. 
Stand 244 

Electric Vehicle Association 
of Great Britain, Aberdeen 
House, Headley Road, Grayshott, 
Hindhead, Surrey GU26 OLA. Tel: 
(042 873) 5536. Stands 233, 
234, 237 & 238 

Everaids Ltd, 38 Clifton Road, 
Cambridge. CB1 4ZT. Tel: 
(0223 ) 243336. Everaids will be 
showing its Turbo powerchair 
for children, which is simple to 
drive, operated by a joystick ora 
single switch control, and does 
not look like a wheel chair. 
Stand 135 

Everest & Jennings Ltd, Prin- 
cewood Road, Earlstree Indust- 
rial Estate, Corby, Northants 
NN14 2HS. Tel: (0536) 67661. 
Stands 91, 92, 115 & 116 


Kensington Traders Ltd, Unit 
11, Mulberry Business Centre, 
Quebec Way, London SE16 1AA. 
Tel: 01-232 1746. Stand 300 

Ortho-Kinetics (UK) Ltd, Gaff- 
ney House, 190 Commercial 
Road, Totton, Southampton SO4 
3ZZ. Tel: (0703) 866323. As 
well as the popular Pony and 


‘Travel Chair, a new range of po- 


wered 3-wheelers will be on 
show. Ortho-Kinetics will also 
be introducing a range of ultra- 
light adult and children’s activity 
wheelchairs from California. 
Stands 38, 39, 59.& 60 

Raymar, PO Box 16, Fairview, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. Tel: 
(0491) 578446. Raymar now 
have three specialist divisions. 
Raymar Mobility will be showing 
their Solo and Amigo scooters, 
while on other stands Raymar 
Electronics will show the port- 
able Orthotron muscle stimula- 
tor and Raymar Roho will show 
its range of pressure care 
cushions and matresses. Stands 


British Gas Corporation, 326 
High Holborn, London WCI1V 
TPT. Tel: 01-242 0789. Stands 
31, 32, 66 & 67 

Deron, Unit 8, Foundry Lane, 
Byker, Newcastle-upon Tyne. 
Tel: 091-276 0660. On display 
will be the Deron Homecare Sys- 
tem, a new concept in environ- 
mental control for disabled and 
elderly people. Stand 310 
Electricity Council, 30 Mill- 
bank, London SW1P 4BD. Tel: 
01-834 2333. Stands 136, 137, 
1746175 

Gordon Ellis & Co, Trent Lane, 
Castle Donnington, DE7 2PW. 
Tel: (0332) 810504. Stand 90 
William Freeman & Co Ltd, 
Suba-Seal Works,  Staincross, 
Barnsley, South Yorkshire $75 
6ODH. Tel: (0226) 284081. New 
additions to the Suba-Care range 
on show will include an inflat- 
able toilet seat cushion, non-slip 
mats to prevent upsetting of 
plates, mugs etc, and new anti- 


Please note... 
The categories in this listing are 
meant only as a general guide to 


help people find what they want. 
Many manufacturers produce 
equipment other than that of 
their category. 


Children can try out Rompa’s “Snoezel” multi “sensory play area. 


s 


slip interlocking floor tiles. 
Stands 117 & 118 
Goldene Designs, 7c Moss 


Lane, Whitefield, Manchester 
M25 6QE. Tel: 061-796 9367. 
Goldene will display the Helping 
Hand Trolley, which also acts as 
a walking frame and “eat-off’ 
table, and the Lap Tray, which 
molds to the lap to keep a firm, 
level surface. Stand 17 — 

The Helping Hand Company, 
St Catherine Street, Gloucester 
GL1 2AX. Tel: (0452) 500200. 
Stand 1 

Homecraft Supplies Ltd, 27 
Trinity Road, London SW 17 7SP. 
Tel: 01-672 7070. Stands 186, 
187, 225 & 226 

Kord-Lite Ltd, Foxwood Road, 
Sheepbridge Industrial Estate, 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire S41 
ORF: Tel: (0246) 450228. Stand 
256 


Leo’s Contract Flooring Ltd, 
395 Preston Old Road, Cherry 
Tree, Blackburn BB2 5LN. Tel: 
(0254) 22292. Stand 297 
Albert Marston & Co Ltd, Wel- 
lington Works, Planetary Road, 
Willenhall, W Midlands WV13 
3ST. Tel: (0902 ) 305511. Show- 
ing the new Reliable arm-hinged 
support arm, which fits beside 
the toilet or across the bath and 
is secure in both horizontal and 
vertical positions, plus other 
Helping Hand Hardware house- 
hold aids. Stands 13 

Ollerton Hall Decorating Ser- 
vice, Ollerton, Knutsford, 
Cheshire. Tel: (0565) 50222. 
Showing their range of water- 
proof carpeting, with 2 addi- 
tions: the cheaper compact loop 
pile and loose-lay fine pile 
loomed Wilton. Stand 105 
Plumbing Services for the 


Powered By 


Pure Air 


AT LAST A MULTI-PURPOSE LIFTER 
THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 


PORTABLE 
lifts from 
floor 
to chair 


For. further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Sales Dept. 


Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital _ 
A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. 
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01-992 3481. Stands 270-2 


Disabled Community Ltd, 202 alarm system and the Bathability 87276. Stand 236 Way, London. Tel: 01-232 1746. 


Footscray Road, Eltham, London portable unit for getting in and Atlas Conversions, 75 Alver- Stand 300 289 & 290 

SE9 2EL. Tel: 01-859 4186. A per- out of the bath. Stands 319 and stone Road, Portsmouth P04. Gowring Mobility Interna- Special Vehicle | 
sonalised engineering design 320 Tel: (0705 ) 756265. Atlas will be tional, The Grange, 18-21 Ravenstone Road Ind 
company which designs plumb- RFSU Rehab, Box 17006, S- exhibiting the new Renault Church Gate, Thatcham, Berks Estate, Coalville, Leics. = a 
ing facilities individually tailored 10462, Stockholm, Sweden. Tel: Espace Ambulance. Designed for RG13 4PH. Tel: (0635) 64464. 268 & 269 f 
to clients’ needs. Also showing (46) 8680904. Stands 215 & use as an ambulance, it can easily The company will be exhibiting Vauxhall-Opel, PO Box 
the newly designed automatic 216 be modified for welfare use. the Chairman range of cars. Luton, Beds LU2 OSY. 3 
toilet Superloo 2000, for homes Rolac Ltd, Unit 16, Enterprise Stands 270-272, 289 & Stands 138, 139, 172 & 173 (0582) 21122. Visitors 

or public places. Stand 282 Centre Two, Brinksway, Chester 290 MarketAbility, Woodleys stand can try the joystick 
Ridley Electronics Ltd, 206 Street, Stockport, G Manchester. Austin Rover Group, Sales Drive, Exeter Road, Newton ing system from Steeri 
Wightman Road, London N8 Tel: 061-429 8477. Stands 258 & Marketing Division, Canley Poppleford, Nr Sidmouth, Devon velopments in an adapted 


OBU. Tel: 01-340 9501. Stand 259 Road, Canley, Coventry CV5 EX10 OBJ. Tel: (0395) 68830. A number of adaptations a 


239 6UX. Tel: (0203) 70111. Stands The Travel Chair, a push wheel- available for the Belmon 

Power-Tech (UK) Ltd, Unit 8c, : a __-_is=.. 77, 78, 129 & 130 chair which is also capable of and Cavalier. Stands 154-157 

Ford Airfield Industrial Estate, AID Centre, 182 Brighton Road, Brotherwood Conversions, moving a person into the passen- sets % 

Arundel, W Sussex BN18 OHY. Coulsdon, Surrey CR3 2NF. Tel: Station Garage, Yetminster, Sher- ger side of a 2-door car without 

Tel: (0903) 713227. Products 01-645 9014. Stand 16 bourne, Dorset. Tel: (0935) leaving their seat, is the com- Design Marketing Ltd, 

being demonstrated include a Alfred Bekker, The Green, 872603. Stands 251 & 252 pany’s latest product. Stand 207 House, London Street, 

compact personal lifting device, Langtoft, Nr Driffield, NHumber- Freedom Drive, Unit 11, Mul- Renault UK Ltd, Western Ave- Hants SP10 2QX. Tel: (( 

a portable single-channel radio side YO25 OTF. Tel: (0377) berry Business Centre, Quebec. nue, Acton, London W3 ORZ. Tel: 58036. Stand 236 

a a ie, ee. TEMAS ee eee. SE ee ee Joncare (Meadjess Ltd), 
a 8 ley Road Industrial Estate 


AIDS FOR DAILY LIVING @ ASSOCIATIONS #& BATHROOM/TOILET FURNISHINGS 


don, Oxon. Tel: (0235) 
Stands 227-229 
Remploy, Jubilee Indus 
Estate, Ashington, Northumb 
land NE63 8UE. Tel: ( 
813383. The new double ad 
able elbow crutches , mad 
duralium tubing with 
swivel armbands, will 
show. Stands 23 & 75 
Uniscan Ltd, 12 Samson F 
Arterial Road, Laindon, Ba 
Essex SS15 6DR. Tel: (4 
419228. Uniscan will be 
ing the all-wheeled ve 
their ‘A’ frame Glider vy 
‘an automatic weight-a 
braking system and folds 
for easy transport. Stand: 6. 


S AUR LETS 


EQUIPMENT @ 


J Cinnamon (Cintique 
Andrews Road, Ca 
Heath, London E8 4RN. 
254 1262. On show will 
modern-styled Anthos 
classic Delphi seats for 
with back and general 1 x | 
problems and the softer G 
mander range. Stand 217 
Clinical Engineering De 

Company, St Georges Inc 
Estate, Richmond 
Kingston-upon-Thames, S$ 
Tel: 01-546 0358. Stand 3: 
High Seat Ltd, Carlton 
Victoria Road, Dewsb 
Yorks WF13 2AB. Tel: ( 
464809. Stand 244 
James Leckey Design, D 
House, Kilwee Industrial 
Dunmurry, N__ Ireland. 
(0232) 602277. Stands I 
153 
Kirton Designs, Bungay 
Hempnall, Norwich NR15 2) 
Tel: (050842) 8411. Stands I 
148, 163 & 164 ie 
Palatine Products, Whict 
View, Newcastle-upon-] 


REST HOME 
S.NHYQTIHD @ SUYIVHO M SLUYOddNS AGO 


@M REHABILITATION EQUIPMENT @ 


TO M1 
(JUNCTION 2) 
AND LUTON 


@M PUBLICATIONS 


AN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF EQUIPMENT FOR 
THE DISABLED AND ELDERLY 
Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Park, London, England 
13, 14, 15, 16 October 1987 | 
Free admission - free catalogue 


Details now available from: Naidex Conventions Limited 
90, Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2UN, England. 
Rlephone: 0892 44027. Telex: 95604 MEPNCL. Facsimile: 0892 41023. 


NURSING HOME EQUIPMENT @ MOBILITY AIDS @® KITCHEN EQUIPMENT @ LEISURE 


“e 


TO M40, M4 
AND HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 


@® SAOL/SLAVYOIGNVH M@ SCIV FSIOYAXT HM SNOILVOINOWWOOD quNLInung 


M@ PHYSIOTHERAPY AIDS 
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415 GUN. Tel: 091-274 5620. 
ind 247 

rker Care, PO Box 22, Frog- 
90r, High Wycombe, Bucks 
13 SDJ. Tel: (0494) 21144. 
ide to measure chairs de- 
loped over many years with 
Ip from. occupational therap- 
s and physiotherapists are 
ilt to exact specifications. 
inds 204-206 

ie Powell Seat Co Ltd, 70 
dge Lane, Derby DE1 3HB. 
I: (0332) 47757. Stands 193, 
4& 218 

a Furniture, The Sharratt’s, 
hool Lane, Hopwas, Tam- 
rth, Staffs B78 3AD. Stands 
2 & 321 

J Way & Co Ltd, Riverlock 
yuse, Spring Gardens Road, 
gh Wycombe, Bucks HP13 
G. Tel: (0494) 27507. The 
mpany will be exhibiting their 
isting range of chairs such as 
e Arran riser, budget Orkney 
d reclining Generation, plus 
e new Shetland overbed/ 
erchair table. Stands 191 & 
2 


utique’s Anthos Riser Chair 
lps people with mobility 
oblems. 


ron, Unit 8, Foundry Lane, 


ker, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
l: 091-276 0660. Deron col- 
orates with occupational and 
iy therapists to produce their 
ys, aids, communications and 
vironmental control equip- 
ent. Stand 310 

ilip & Tacey Ltd, North Way, 
dover, Hants SP10 5BA. Jel: 
264) 61171. Stand 309 

ympa, PO Box 5, Wheatbridge 
ad, Chesterfield, Derbys S40 
E. Tel: (0246) 211777. The 
mpany will be introducing the 
itch-developed “Snoezelen” 
ilti-sensory play environment 
‘children with limited sensory 
rception. Sight, sound, smell 


TO M25 
‘ iu 
<> 


and touch are all stimulated in 
this soft, safe product. Stands 
219 & 220 Z 

Toys for the Handicapped, 76 
Barrack Road, Sandy Lane In- 
dustrial Estate, Stourport-on- 


Severn, Worcs DY13 9QB. Tel: 
(02993 ) 78820. On show will be 
their full range of toys, including 
new softplay mats, an Aroma 
Disc Player and an improved 
touch screen for BBC computer 
users. Stands 280 & 281 


? 


Uxbridge Road, Ealing, London 
W5 3NT. Tel: 01-992 0381. On 
exhibit will be the Easyform 
selection of footwear for prob- 
lem feet, Drushoe extra-depth 
footwear, Dynamould Sandals, 
Drew Immediate Belts and Cosy 
Collars. Stand 261 

Medipost Ltd, Unit 1, St John’s 


Estate, Elder Road, Lees, Oldham | 


OL4 3DZ. Tel: 061-678 0233. On 
show will be new customised 
wheelchair sets, made from Mul- 
lipel fleece in a variety of col- 
ours. The company also makes 
fashion clothes for wheelchair 
users and aids for daily living in- 
cluding the new inflatable sham- 
poo tray, for washing hair while 
the patient is in bed. Stand 26 
Mycoal Warm Packs Ltd, 8a 
Commercial Road, Southampton 
SO1 OGE. Tel: (0703) 211068. A 
new product to be launched this 
Naidex is the Mycoal Thermo- 
Mitten, which contains a built-in 
pocket allowing the Mycoal 
Hand Warmers to be held inside 
the mitten. Stand 4. 
Simplantex Eastbourne Ltd, 
Willowfield Road, Eastbourne, E 
Sussex BN22 8AR. Tel: (0323) 
27890. Stand 318 


Alp pyground 
Lane, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Tel: (0494) 30555. Stand 21 
British Telecom, BT Centre, 81 
Newgate Street, London ECIA 
TAJ. Tel: (0345 ) 581456. BT will 
be showing a range of products 
including Tremolo, Tribune, 
Venue 24, cordless and mobile 
phones. Stands 195-199 

Canon UK Ltd, Canon House, 
Manor Road, Wallington, Surrey. 
Tel: 01-773. 3173. Stand 201 
Easiaids Ltd, 48 Mill Green 
Lane, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 4HY. 
Tel: 01-648 4186. Stand 20 
Nordis Software, Cornhill 
Close, Lodge Farm Estate, Har- 
leston, Northants NN5 7UB. Tel: 
(0604 ) 54358. Stand 236 

QED Ltd, 1 Prince Albert Street, 
Gosport, Hants PO12 1QH. Tel: 


TO M25 
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| on the British Rail main and sub- 


(0705) 581179. Stand 292 
Toby Churchill Ltd, 20 Panton 
Street, Cambridge CB2 1HP. Tel: 
(0223) 316117. Stand 323 


College of Occupational 


_ Therapists, Tilworth Grange 


Hospital, Salts House Road, Hull 
HU8 9HQ. Tel: (0482) 796251. 
Stand 298 

Culshaws Company, 19-21 
Grange Road, West Kirby, The 
Wirral L48 4DY. Tel: 051-625 
2876. Stand 236 

The Family Fund, PO Box 50, 
York YO1 1UY. Tel: (0904) 
21115. Stand 314 

John Grooms Association for 
the Disabled, 10 Gloucester 
Drive, Finsbury Park, London N4 
2LP. Tel: 01-802 7272. Stand 15 
The London Health-Care In- 
formation Centre, 210 High 
Holborn, London WC1V 7BP. 
Tel: 01-430 1305. Stands 276- 
279 

Muscular Dystrophy Group, 
Nattrass House, 35 Macaulay 
Road, London SW4 OQP. Tel: 01- 
720 8055. Stand 324 

National Centre for Cued 
Speech for the Deaf, 29/30 
Watling Street, Canterbury CT1 
2UD. Tel: (0227) 450757. In 
Cued Speech, the cue is not a 
sign and the lip-reader is forced 
to watch the lips. Can be used by 
totally deaf people as well as 
those with moderate loss. Lip 
reading the public is easier and 
the system can be learned in 12- 
20 hours. Stand 260 

Penton & Smart, 8 Spicer 
Street, St Albans, Herts AL3 4PQ. 
Tel: (0727) 40911. Stand 14 
RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, 
London WIN 8AB. Tel: 01-637 
5400. Celebrating its 10th year 
of helping the integration of dis- 
abled people. into the commun- 
ity, supporting research into the 
causes, prevention and cure of 
disabling diseases and acting as a 
central source of information. 
Stands 241-244 

The RNID, 105 Gower Street, 
London WCI1E GAH. Tel: 01-387 
8033. Stand 263 

Save the Children/Playtrac, 
c/o Harperbury Hospital, Harper 
Lane, Shenley, Nr Radlett, Herts 
WD7 9HQ. Tel: (09276) 4861 
ext 4365. Stand 329 

Spinal Injuries Association, 
76 St James’s Lane, London N10 
3DF. Tel: 01-444 2121. Stand 
230 

Tadworth Court Trust, Tad- 
worth Court Children’s Hospital, 
Tadworth, Surrey KT20 5RU. 
Tel: (07373) 57171. Stand 294 


How to get there... 


Road: Ample free parking. Park- 
ing for vehicles with orange 
badges next to Alexandra Pavi- 
lion. A shuttle bus service will 
operate from the main carpark. 


Rail: Alexandra Palace station is 


urban line from Kings Cross and 
Moorgate. A free bus shuttle will 
operate from the station to the 
exhibition. 


Underground: From the centre 
of London take the Victoria line 
to Highbury and Islington and 
change to the British Line for 
Alexandra Palace. 


Access: There are flights of steps 
at both Alexandra Palace and 
Finsbury Park British Rail sta- 
tions. 


Talking Books for the Hand- 
icapped, 12 Lant Street, London 
SE1 1QH. Tel: 01-407 9417. 
Stand 235 

VOCAL, 336 Brixton Road, Lon- 
don SW9 7AA. Tel: 01-274 4029. 
Voluntary Organisations Com- 
munication and Language brings 
together 28 groups active in the 
communications handicapped 
field. Stand 395 


Caring, Stanley House, 9 West 
Street, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL. 
Tel: (03727) 41411. Stand 201 

Caring Today, Rest Care House, 
Watson Mill Lane, Sowerby 
Bridge, W Yorks HX6 3BW. Tel: 
(0422) 835057. Stand 244 


=< 


Come and meet Merle Davies, 
one of our contributors, and 
buy a Disability Now mug — they 
cost only £1 each. We shall be 
on Stand 313 and look forward 
to seeing new and established 
readers. 


Disability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. Tel: 01- 
636 5020. The monthly news- 
paper for people with disabili- 
ties, their families and carers, 
and relevant professionals. 
Stand 313 

Equipment for the Disabled, 
Mary Marlborough Lodge, 
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre, 
Headington, Oxford OX3 7LD. 
Tel: (0865 ) 750103. Stand 236 
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Residential Care Magazine, 
Choice Publications, Apex 
House, Oundle Road, Peterbor- 
ough PE2 9HP. Tel: (0733) 
555123. Stand 274 

Sell’s Publications Ltd, 55 
High Street, Epsom, Surrey. Tel: 
(03727 ) 26376. Stand 325 
Souvenir Press Ltd, 43 Great 
Russell Street, London WC1B 
3PA. Tel: 01-580 9307. On the 
11th anniversary of the Human 
Horizons Series, there are now 
nearly 60 titles available, cover- 
ing topics such as Down’s syn- 
drome, mental illness, autism, 
MS and asthma. Stand 2 
Therapy Weekly, 4 Little Essex 
Street, London WC2R 3LF. Tel: 
01-836 6633. Stand 244 


Anatomia, 21 Hampstead Road, 
Euston Centre, London NW1 
3JA. Tel: 01-387 5700. Stand 298 
Arjo Hospital Equipment Ltd, 
SPD Building, Acre Road, Read- 
ing Berks RG2 OSU. Tel: (0734) 
866789. Stands 200 & 212 

ASM Accessories, Picow Farm 
Industrial Estate, Picow Farm 
Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire. Tel: 
(09285) 74301. Stands 93, 94 
1136114 


fz 


_ Atlantic Medical Ltd, Atlantic 


House, Red Lion Court, London 
EC4A 3EB. Tel: 01-583 9481. 
Stands 99 & 100 

British Castors Ltd, Golds 
Green Works, Bagnall Street, Hill 
Top, West Bromwich, W Mid- 
lands B70 OUA. Tel: 021-556 
7221. On show will be the Super 
Lightweight castors for wheel- 
chairs, in a range of sizes, de- 
signed to DHSS specification. 
Stands 79 & 8O 

Colson Castors (Europe) Ltd, 
Hingley Road, Halesowen, W 
Midlands B63 2RR. Tel: (0384) 
893535. Stand 18 

Jackson Medical, Old Mill, 
Poole Road, Newtown, Powys, 
Wales. Tel: (0686 ) 27172. Stand 
107 

F Llewellyn & Co Ltd, Carlton 
Works, Carlton Street, Liverpool 
L3 VED. Tel: 051-236 5311. 
Stands 188-190 

Mecanaids Ltd, St Catherine 
Street, Gloucester GL1 2SL. Tel: 


Mattress 
Variator 


Hoisting oneself, or someone else, up in bed can be agonisingly painful, 
if not impossible. The Mattress Variator is a completely automatic 
device, which does this work gently and safely at the touch of a button. 


* Removes, once and 
for all, the back breaking 
task of manual lifting 
which so often falls to a 
nurse or attendant. 


* Fitted in minutes, 
without any 
modification, to any 
bed, single or double, 
divan or hospital with 
either a foam or interior 
sprung mattress. 


* Completely safe —the 
operating controls work 
by air notelectricity. 


* Strong, secure, 
portable, cost effective. 


* Contactus fora 
brochure or 
demonstration in your 
home. 


Centromecd (Limnttec! 


Brookfield Industrial Estate 


LeaconRoad Ashford Kent 


TN23 2TN 


Tel: Ashford (0233) 28018 
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(0452) 500200. Europe's 
strongest man Geoff Capes will 
be launching newly-merged Arjo 
Mecanaids’ Lightweight Dextra 
hoist and presenting a £500 che- 
que to the winner of Arjo Meca- 
naids Safe Lifting Practice Com- 
petition. Stands 144-146, 165- 
167 
Ortho-Med Ltd, 5 Loaning 
Road, Edinburgh EN7 OJE. Tel: 
031-652 1603. Stands 101 & 
102 
F J Payne (Man) Ltd, Stanton 
Harcourt Road, Eynsham, Ox- 
ford. Tel: (0865 ) 881881. Stand 
176 
PCP Gratings Ltd, Steetly In- 
dustrial Estate, Bean Road, 
Coseley, Bilston W Midlands 
WV14 9EE. Tel: (09073 ) 75824. 
The company makes a portable 
wheelchair ramp. Stand 248 
R C Hayes (Leicester) Ltd, 12a 
Wood Street, Earl Shilton, Leics 
LE9 7ND. Tel: (0455) 46027. 
Stand 244 
Radleys, London Road, Saw- 
bridgeworth, Herts CM21 9JH. 
Tel: (0279) 722661. Stand 309 
Rehab Products, 9-10 Standar 
Way, Fareham Industrial Park, 
Fareham, Hants PO16 8XB. Tel: 
(0329) 286628. Stands 103 & 
104 
Renray Products UK Ltd, Road 
Five, Winsford, Industrial Estate, 
Winsford, Cheshire CW7 3RV. 
Tel: (060659) 3456. Stands 84, 
85, 122 & 123 
Richardsons (Liverpool) Ltd, 
Howe Street, Liverpool L20 
8NG. Stands 311 & 312 
Rifton Equipment Ltd, Dar- 
vell, Robertsbridge, E Sussex 
TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626. 
Stands 105 & 106 
-Roma Medical Aids, Llandow 
Industrial Estate, Cowbridge, S 
Glamorgan. Tel: (04463) 4519. 
Stand 9 
Roman Spa Whirlpools, 18 
Lamord Gate, Stoke Gifford, Bris- 
tol. Stand 240 
SML Medic Aids Ltd, Bath Place, 
High Street, Barnet, Herts EN5 
SXE. Tel: 01-440 6522. Stands 
40-44 
South Coast Hydro Baths Ltd, 
Heaton House, 2-22 Reigate 
Road, Worthing, W Sussex. Tel: 
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(0903 ) 504503. Stand 287 

Spenco Medical UK Ltd, 
Tanyard Lane, Steyning, W Sus- 
sex BN4 3RJ. Tel: (0903) 
815123. New this year are Der- 
mal pads, which protect areas 
without soft tissue padding, such 


as heels and elbows, and reduce . 


the effects of pressure and fric- 
tion, and Silicone Gelsheets, for 
use on burns. Stand 25 

Hugh Steeper (Roehampton) 
Ltd, Unit 7, Hunslet Industrial 
Estate, Severn Road, Leeds LS10 
4BL. Tel: (0532) 704841. Stands 
309 & 310 

Sunrise Group, Fens Poole 
Avenue, Wallows Industrial 
Estate, Brierley Hill, W Midlands 


DY5 1QA. Tel: (0384) 263191. ° 


Stand 232 


-BATHROO! 
Aidserve Ltd, Unit 106, Bradley 
Hall Trading Estate, Standish, 
Wigan WNO OXQ. Tel: (0257) 
425538. Stands 304 & 305 
Amilake Ltd, Haslemere Indust- 
rial Estate, 20 Ravensbury Ter- 
race, London SW 18 4SB. Tel: 01- 
947 7191. Stands 26-30, 68-72 
Autumn Mobility, PO Box 18, 
Oldham, Lancs OL8 IXS. Tel: 
061-652 5492. Stand 3 

Balsan 3 (Southern), 11 Hazel- 
dene Court, Valley Road Kenley, 
Surrey CR2 5DJ. Tel: 01-645 
0759. Stand 221 

Cefndy Enterprises, Cefndy 


Road, Rhyl, Clwyd, Wales LL18° 


2HG. Tel: (0745) 31877. Show- 
ing a wide range of rehabilitation 
equipment, including the 
Gliding-Sanichair, used as a toilet 
aid and occasional shower seat. 
Stands 124 & 125 

Chiltern Medical Develop- 
ments Ltd, Chiltern’ House, 
Wedgewood Road, Bicester, 
Oxon OX6 7UL. Tel: (0869) 
246470. Stands 26-30, 68-72 
Clos-O-Mat, 2 Brooklands, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 3SS. Tel: 061-973 
6262. Stands 26-30, 68-72 
Hampshire Medical Develop- 
ments Ltd, Appollo House, 34 
Church Road, Romsey, Hants 


. SO5 8EY. Tek (0794) 523455. 


Makers of the Appollo Bath, 
which incorporates an integral 
seat that can raise or lower a pa- 


- glide upstairs 
on a stannah 
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Please send me free colour brochure and easy terms details. 


Stairlift 


No more problems with stairs. Just sit on a 
Stannah stairlift, press the button and glide 
up and down in. complete safety. Saves 
changing your house around or moving 
home. Easily installed to fit curved or 
straight stairs. No mess. Folds back — 
gets in nobody’s way. 

Nationwide Service. Fully meets 
British Standards of Safety. 
Find out all the details. Fill in the 
coupon below — no stamp needed. 
Post it off now. 


REE 
ation 


powered stairlifts 


Address 


Tel: 


Please post— no stamp needed — to Stannah Stairlifts National HQ. Dept7105 
FREEPOST, Andover, SP10 3BR. Tel: (0264) 64311. (24 Hrs) 
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tient of up to 20 stones, powered 
by the water mains pressure. 
Now available with a whirlpool 
attachment. Stands 210 & 211 
Health & Comfort Ltd, PO Box 
15, Westbury, Wilts BA13- 4LS. 
Tel: (0373 ) 822394. Stands 213 
& 214 

Medic-Bath Ltd, Ashfield 
Works, Hulme Hall Lane, Man- 
chester M10 8AZ. Tel: 061-205 
7495. On show will be their full 
rangé of sit-down upright baths 
with hinged doors, including the 


Medicbath, which incorporates 
a hydroptherapy system. Stands 
168 & 169 
Nicholls & Clarke, Niclar 
House, 3/10 Shoreditch High 
Street, London El 6PE. Tel: 01- 
247 5432. Stands 152 & 159 
Parker Bath Developments 
Ltd, Queensway, Stem Lane In- 
dustrial Estate, New Milton, 
Hants BH25 5NN. Tel: (0425) 
617598. The company will be 
demonstrating the Movee 
mobile care chair, along with 
their baths. The Movee folds flat 
and is height adjustable. With 
the back and seat removed, it 
converts into a walk trainer. 
Stands 37, 61 & 62 

Pressalit A/S, Augustenborg- 
gade 11-15, DK-8000 Aarhus C, 
Denmark. The Pressalit Rehab 
programme includes toilet seats 
and supports, shower chairs and 
wall mountings for wash basins. 
Stands 87 & 88 

Shavrin Lavatap Co Ltd, 25 
Hatton Garden, London ECIN 
8BA. Tel: 01-952 2558. Stands 
202 & 203 ; 
Southern Sanitary Specialists, 
Cerdic House, West Portway, 
Andover, Hants. Tel: (0264) 
241311. Stands 26-30, 68-72 

J W Swain Plastics Ltd, Byron 
Street, Buxton, Derbys SK17 
OLY. Tel: (0298) 2365. Stands 
142 & 143 - 

Victor Hoists, The Willows, 
Wincham, Nr Northwich, 
Cheshire. Tel: (056589) 3860. 
Stand 299 


Bay Jacobson (UK) Ltd, Hanov- 
er House, High Street, Bray, 
Berks SLO. 2AA. Tel: (0628) 
71882. Stand 239 

Centromed Ltd, Brookfield In- 
dustrial Estate, Leacon road, 
Ashford, Kent TN23 2TN. Tel: 
(0233) 28018. New from Cen- 
tromed is the Mattress Variator. 
When fitted to almost any single 
bed it transforms it into an auto- 
matic support for raising and 
lower the bedhead — fully port- 
able. Stand 255 


The Appollo Bath from Hampshire Medical Developments. 


Masterpeace Products, Booth 
Hill Lane, Oldham, Lancs OL1 
2BH. Tel: 061-624 2041. Stand 
236D 

Mediscus Products Ltd, West- 
minster Road, Wareham, Dorset 
BH20 4SP. Tel: (09295) 6311. 
Stands 1096110. 

Neckease Orthopaedic Pil- 
lows, 5 Firs Walk, Woodford 
Green, Essex. Tel: 01-504 0839 
The Neckease Pillow guarantees 
a constant height of support for 
the neck, thus relieving stress, 
releasing tension and aiding cir- 
culation. Stand 294 

Sidhil Hospital Furniture, 
Boothtown, Halifax, W Yorks 
HX3 ONT. Tel: (0422) 63447. 
Sidhil are introducing a new 
Home Care Bed, with a rising 
backrest, weldmesh mattress 
platform and fire retardant head 
and foot panels. Stands 170 & 
YF Bie: 

Theraposture Ltd, 4 The 
Downlands, Warminster, Wilts 


BA12 OBD. Tel: (0985) 213440. 
Stands 308 & 315 


Alpha Lifts Ltd, Unit 31, Pens- 
nett Trading Estate, Kingswin- 
ford, W Midlands DY6 7PU. Tel: 
(0384) 294715. Stands 283 & 
284 

AMP Engineers Ltd, Unit 2B, 
Portland Industrial Estate, Hitch- 
in Road, Arlesey, Beds SG15 6SG. 
Tel: (0462) 730443. Stand 245 
Asgo Ltd, Llandow Industrial 
Estate, Unit 17, Cowbridge, S 
Glamorgan CF7 /7PB. Tel: 
(04463 ) 3030. Stand 81 


Stannah’s newly-designed Sil- 
ver Rail Stairlift. 


Bison-Bede Ltd, Units 1la & b, 
Leadgate Industrial Estate, Con- 
sett, Co Durham DH8 7RN. Tel: 
(0207) 590149. Three lifts now 
available, including the new Por- 
ta stairlift. All use rack and pinion 
drive. Full working models of all 
3 on show. Stands 120 & 121 
Brooks Stairlifts Ltd, West- 
minster Industrial Estate, Station 
Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln 
LNO 3QY. Tel: (0522) 688874. 
Stands 81 & 82 

Crown House Furse, Traffic 
Street, Nottingham NG2_ INF. 
Tel: (0602 ) 8682 13. Stands 73 & 
74 

Mangar Aids Ltd, Presteigne In- 
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- SR4 QEL. Tel: 091-534 3131. — 


ing the new superabsorbent _ 
~ Conveen stay dry. the Coloplast 


Presteigne, — 


dustrial a 
Tel: (0544) 


Powys, 
267674. Stands 230 & 231 3 
Manor Lifts Ltd, 22A Sefton — 
Street, Litherland, Liverpool L21 — 
7LB. Tel: 051-928 9222. Stands — 
158 & 159 
Project & Designs (Redcar) | 
Ltd, Longbeck Trading Estate, — 
Marske-by-the-Sea, | Cleveland 
TS11 GHR. Tel: (0642) 484802. 
Stand 140 a 
Stairlift Engineering Ltd, — 
Sheepbridge Mill, Swallowfield, 
Reading RG7 1PY. Tel: (0734) 
883915. Stands 273 & 288 4 
Stannah Lifts Ltd, Watt Close, 
East Portway, Andover, Hants. | 
Tel: (0264) 64311. Queens — 
Award for Export winners will — 
be showing their new batch of — 
designs, including the fully auto- — 
matic Access, Silver and Golden 
Rail, all now incorporating soft 
start feature. Also on show, the 
Triad integrated all-in-one bath- 
room unit. Stands 111, 112, 150, 
151, 160 & 161 
Wessex Medical Equipment 
Co Ltd, Budds Lane, Romsey, 
Hants, SOS OAH. Tel: (0794 
522022. Wessex will launch 
their new Mountbatten Lift, 
complementing Slimliner stair- 
lifts and Travelmaster Hoist/ — 
Orkney tracking system, which 
will place the user anywhere ina 
room at the touch of a button. 
Stands 181-184 


Estate, 
Wales. 
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Bard Ltd, Pennywell Industrial 
Estate, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear — 
Stand 236 a 
Biss Lancaster, 180 Wardour ~ 
Street, London W1W 3AA. Tel: — 
01-437 7733. Stands 54-58 ‘3 
Caducee Healthcare, Rye Park — 
Industrial Estate, Hoddesdon — 
EN11 OEL. Tel: (0902) 445522. 
Stand 8&9 ce 
Coloplast Ltd, Bridge House, 

Orchard Lane, Huntingdon, 
Cambs PE17 4LN. Tel: (0480) 
55451. Coloplast will be show- 
ing their full range of Conveen 
incontinence products, includ- 


Service distributes a whole — 
range of education, assessment 
and treatment aids to healthcare 
professionals free of charge. 
Stand 86 
Feeder Products Ltd, PO Box 
481, Blackmore, Ingatestone, 
Essex. Tel: (0277) 821224. On 
show will be their complete 
range of bedding protection pro- 
ducts including designer duvet 
covers, pillows and mattress ~~ 
covers, plus the first showing of | 
new furniture. All covered with 
‘no sweat’ breathable fabrics. 
Stand.249 : 
Simcare, Eschmann Brothers & 
Walsh Ltd, Peter Road, Lancing, — 
W Sussex BN15 8TJ. Tel: (0903) _ 
761122. Stand 303 * 
Spencer (Banbury) Ltd, 
Medical Division, Spencer 
House, Britannia Road, Banbury, _ 
Oxon OX16 8DP. Tel: (0295) 
57301. Stand 119. 
Alison Homes, Temple Road, — 
Buxton, Derbys SK17 OBA. Tel: 
(0298) 2473. Stand 7 oe 
Melbury Hotel, Cranbourne © 
Road, Swanage, Dorset. Tel: 
(0929 ) 422477. Stand 19 


Sutcliffe Leisure Ltd, Sandbeds 
Trading Estate, Dewsbury Road, 
Ossett, W Yorks WF5 OND. Tel: 
(0924) 280028. Stand 262 
T & S Motion & Sport, Potter — 
Lane, Wellow, Nr Newark, Notts 
NG22 OEB. Tel: (0661) 33051. 
Stand 5 - 
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British success in Wheelchair Games 


Martin Mansell reports on the international meeting at Stoke Mandeville 


A record 37 countries took part 
in this year’s World Wheelchair 
Games at Stoke Mandeville 
which was attended by the 


_ Prince of Wales. 


Eight hundred competitors 
came from as far away as Austra- 
lia and Hong Kong and even 
from Bahrain and Oman. There 
were observers too from Argen- 
tina, Chile and Singapore. 

Hot as it was at the end of July, 
I noticed how fit the athletes 
looked; the fact that they were in 
wheelchairs was of secondary 
importance. 

Events ranged from track and 
field to swimming, archery and 
shooting. 

For the first time there was a 
demonstration of wheelchair 
tennis. It is played like conven- 
tional tennis except that the ball 
is allowed to bounce twice. This 
is a sport that I think will soon 
catch on and it won't be long be- 
fore we see wheelchairs on ten- 
nis courts all over England. 

In the track events, one of the 
main contenders for Great Bri- 
tain was Chris Hallam, winner of 
the ’87 London Wheelchair 
Marathon. He said he was feeling 
confident about doing well and 
indeed he came first in 3 races — 


100m, 800m and 10,000m, and 
second in three others. 

The strongest competition on 
the track came from Canada, 
which always seemed to finish in 
the first three. There was good 
competition in the field events 
for javelin, shotput and discus. 

In the archery, males and 
females shot double FITA rounds 
over 4 days (a FITA round is a 
total of 288 arrows over 4 diffe- 
rent distances ranging from 
90m—70m for women — down to 
30m). 

Although the ladies event had 
only 6 competitors, they were 
among the best in the world. In 
the end Karen Watts (GB) 
fought off Carol Johnson (GB) to 
win on the last day. Karen had 
just returned from the World 
Archery Championships in the 
USA where she had won a silver 
and was going on to compete ina 
European invitation archery 
championship in Vienna— where 
she won a gold. 

In basketball, there was a 
closely fought contest between 
Australia, USA, Canada, Great 
Britain, Japan and Denmark. The 
USA were by far the strongest 
looking team and duly went on 
to win, but by only 2 points (48- 


46) from Canada. Great Britain 
came third. 

Competition in the swimming 
events — held 25 miles away at 
the 50m pool in High Wycombe 
— was once again very high. But 
there were fewer entrants than I 
would have liked to see. 


Australia fighting it out against Denmark in basketball. The event was won by the USA. 


HELPING HAND HARDWARE 


Independent tests 
prove it withstands 


300Ibs plus. 


The Canadians had Paul Clark, 
Tom Hainey and Martha Gustaf- 
son setting new world records in 
100m, 400m and 1500m. Austra- 
lia’s Brian Moore also took a gold 
and broke the 100m freestyle re- 
cord, class la. 

Great Britain did well with 
Murray Campbell making the 


finals in all his swims, but the 
best swimmer by far in the Brit- 
ish team is Beverley Gull (class 
4) who won all but one of her 6 
races. Bev hopes to be in the 
Olympics in South Korea in 
1988 and last menth she was tak- 
ing part in an invitation event in 
the USA. 

The games were hailed as a 
great success. The British Para- 
plegic Sports Association, . the 
hosts, had done their homework 
well: most of the facilities were 
on site or, like a wheelchair re- 
pair shop, a post office, a photo- 
graphy dark room, were brought 
in. There was a very good press 
office too. 

One was left wondering what 
will happen next year when the 
Olympics will knock out these 
Games. And what if this new 
multi-disability classification 
comes in pitting athletes of diffe- 
rent disabilities against each 
other, irrespective of the par- 
ticular problems of each disabil- 
ity? 

Some of the coaches at the 


Martin Manscli 


Above: Beverley Gull (GB) wears the gold 
medal she won for backstroke. She also won 4 
of ber other 5 races. 

Left: Chris Hallam (GB), winner of the 87 
London Marathon, working through a heat — 
and the heat. He went on to win 3 races and 
come second in anotber 3. 


archery, because they improve 
standards and attendance, allow 
athletes to specialise more and 
cut down on the tiresome 
travelling from one site to 
another. 

Maybe DN readers would like 
to write and let us know what 
you think. 


The games included a wheel- 


Games said they would like to chair tennis demonstration — 
see individual sports world an up and coming sport in the 
championships, eg athletics, UK 


2 me P 
“yoia Housel on the 
he lringham Royal Estate, 
é“provides first class holiday 
pccommodation for 
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HORIZONTAL ACROSSTHE BATH AGAINST THE WALL 
WHEN SITTING WHEN EN STANDING WHEN NEEDED WHEN NOT 


Fitted alongside a w.c. or across a bath to provide a hinged support arm to 
assist users to lower and raise themselves with confidence. 


Reliable-arm may be raised to vertical to give clear access to w.c. for 
wheelchair users. Locked in vertical position Reliable-arm provides support 
for male users who are unsteady on their feet. 


In the horizontal position the arm has no attachments beneath to obstruct the 


legs or teers ‘Albert Marston & Co.Ltd. 


Wellington Works, Planetary Road, Willenhall, 
West Midlands WV13 3ST England. 
Telephone: 0902 305511. Telex: 338360 
Amember of the Racal Electronics Group GOGOG 


# © people. Full day and night 
‘care and extensive leisure 
facilities are available all the 
** year round. Relatives and 
companions of disabled 
guests are also very welcome. 


Karen Watts (GB) takes aim 
from 70m. She won the ladies 
archery contest. 


The First National Cerebral 
Palsy Championships and 
the Scottish International 
Games will be covered in 
next month’s Disability Now. 


atk Write-6r} 
“MeDay Park] 


“Telephone: Déisingham (0485) 43000 
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Four years old—and on the skids 


Derek Lancaster-Gaye, director of Cerebral Pal doing good work in developing countries isn’t enough 


This month Cerebral Palsy Over- 


seas marks its fourth birthday — . 


with a cash Crisis. 

Its financial problems are fair- 
ly typical of small charities work- 
ing overseas in the field of dis- 
ability: to survive from day to 
day we have to raise funds at the 
same rate as we spend them. The 
expectation of a modest surplus 
at the end of the year will not 
solve the cash flow problem 
now. 

CPO’s board of directors has 
had to consider whether the 
organisation has real prospects 
of financial stability in the near 
future or whether it should be 
wound up. Next month the deci- 
sion will be made. 

Nevertheless, while balancing 
on a knife edge, CPO has man- 
aged to survive. Helped at first by 
The Spastics Society, it has put 
together an impressive and 
much needed programme of 
professional help to developing 
countries — over 60 projects in 
30 countries. Twenty of those 
projects have already been com- 
pleted with considerable suc- 
cess; all have been funded by re- 
levant agencies and by the host 
countries themselves. 

Evidence of the need for CPO 
reaches us every month. The 
latest request came from Nepal 


where local professionals realise © 


that something must be done for 
the growing population of sev- 
erely disabled people, especially 
cp children. Contact has already 
been established and in the 
months ahead CPO will prob- 
ably be sending a small profes- 
sional team to work with local 
professionals and parents. 

This is always the starting 
point. Later there are other visits 
to help establish permanent ser- 
vices. 

Just 3 years ago we started in 
this way in Mexico with a call 
from an anxious parent. Today 
we have 7 projects there, includ- 
ing a new children’s centre, a ru- 
ral mobile family support ser- 
vice, a work centre to employ 
disabled workers to make aids 
and an on-going programme in 
one of the psychiatric hospitals 
in Mexico City. The pattern is 
similar elsewhere. 

Last year we were invited by 


There’s no such thing as a free 
lunch —and Disability Now is no 
exception. 

The newspaper costs The 
Spastics Society 50p a copy or 
4&6 for a year’s supply. At the 
moment it comes to you free. 


Ifyou enjoy reading Disability 
Now and would like to see it 
continue, please send usa 
donation. &1 or £1000, 
everything is welcome! 


Please make out cheques and 
postal orders to The Spastics 
Society, and send them to 


Gayle Mooney 

Room 2B, Disability Now 
FREEPOST, 12 Park Crescent 
London WIN 4EQ. 
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Queen Sylvia of Sweden to 
undertake a project in Rio Claro 
in the state of Sao Paulo in Brazil 
where she was born. This in- 
volves training staff and develop- 
ing a regional training centre in 
the city to help disabled chil- 
dren. 

CPO staff have been working 
there for some months now and 


Queen Sylvia of Sweden meets 
staff at the spastics centre in Rio 
Claro, Brazil. 


sy Overseas, explains why 


4 


Dr Gwilym Hosking, paediatric neurologist at Sheffield, was one of the CPO team in Indonesia. 


the project is expected to last for 
about 3 years. It illustrates rather 
well the international character 
of CPO: the professional team 
comes from Portugal, Sweden 
and the UK, with all the atten- 
dant problems of language and 
communication. 

Planning ahead is essential for 
project work, because politi- 
cians and officials may not be in 
office by the time funds have ar- 
rived from an international agen- 
cy; it can take 2 years or more for 
money to be released. 

We cannot always anticipate 
the impact of inflation which is 
so common in many developing 
countries. Since our Brazil pro- 
ject started a year ago, for inst- 
ance, local inflation has in- 
creased by nearly 1000 per cent 
which can make a nonsense of 
traditional budgeting. 

Sharing skills and knowledge 
has been a corner-stone of CPO’s 
approach to building greater 
awareness of the problems of se- 
vere disability. But training staff 
in countries where pay is minim- 
al is no guarantee that they will 
stay in post afterwards. The 


temptation to “go private” is 
very real, and understandable in 
view of spiralling inflation. 

We have to create an incen- 
tive for staff to continue to work 
with cerebral palsy as well as re- 
medying their professional isola- 
tion. To cope with this problem, 
CPO has established an interna- 
tional information exchange 
which also gives much-needed 


“We started in 
Mexico with a call 
from an anxious 
parent. Today we 
have seven projects” 


personal contact between like 
professionals concerned with 
similar problems. 

Hopefully, it will also make 
people more aware of the field in 
which they are working. Cere- 


_ bral palsy is probably the least 


well-documented area of disabil- 
ity; far from knowing what 
everyone else is achieving, we 


know less still about our failures 


Soe ee 


and what to avoid. The Govern- 
ment’s' Overseas Development 
Administration is to give a sub- 
stantial grant towards meeting 
the costs of creating this service. 

In its first 4 years, CPO has 


established an excellent work- | 


ing relationship with hundreds 
of professionals in the UK and 
overseas; many now give their 
time and skills to work for CPO 
as project volunteers. They all 
agree that the benefits of work- 
ing like this are two-way. 

All the evidence is that we 
shall be just as busy in the next 4 


years as we have been in the first | 
— providing we can raise funds.’ 


But a small charity with a small 
staff and no working capital is li- 
mited to traditional methods of 


fundraising, and it is here that | 


competition is greatest. 


Perhaps it is a sad reflection: 


upon our values that the field of 


disability, especially out of sight | 


in developing countries, attracts 
so little interest or support. 
Perhaps, too, the public has been 
over-exposed to drought and 
poverty in the Third World. 
Whatever the reason, financing 
our work has proved a far greater 
problem than we had envisaged. 
Nevertheless, there have been 
encouraging responses from 
many of The Spastics Society’s 
local affiliates and from the re- 
gional organisation. And there 
are signs that support will come 
from big trusts and institutions. 
CPO is now trying to establish 
Friends of CPO in various parts 


of the country who will spread 


the word and help to raise 
money locally. We hope that 
they will also become involved 
in some of our projects overseas. 

We are keeping our fingers 


crossed that we shall be in opera- — 


tion this time next year. We 
must. There is so much to be 
done. 


If you would like to know more 


about the work of CPO or help — 


as a Friend, please contact De- 
rek Lancaster-Gaye, 6 Duke’s 
Mews, London W1M 5RB, tele- 
phone 01-486 6996. 


HOW TO READ WITH YOUR EARS 


At last you can now enjoy all those books that you had promised yourself to read- 
but never found the time. 


The answer is brought to you by ELOQUENT REELS in their new 
series of books on cassette. 


Share in the magic of the best of the classics when you listen to 
these outstanding recordings. Ideal for busy people who do not get 


as much time to read as they would like. 


You can now listen to the best of Britain’s unique literary heritage: 


Whilst travelling to work 


before you go to sleep 


ba, dee, ect dat, Mme, 


or to prepare for that impending exam 
Whilst working in the home 
Whilst on that long distance journey 


Whilst relaxing in the garden or on holiday 


Skillfully narrated by distinguished readers, these specially 
selected classical works have each been adapted to give you 
a total of six hours listening pleasure. On four cassettes, they 
come complete with a magnificent binder to grace and 


enhance any bookshelf. 


Recorded on full length, C90, super ferric cassettes 
incorporating Dolby © noise reduction. 

The four cassettes are outstanding value at only £12.95 
A perfect present for both young and old. 


Specially selected first titles include: 


Far From The Madding Crowd, Thomas Hardy read by Richard Baker 


Great Expectations, Charles Dickens read by Peter Emmens 
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte read by Hilary Chadwick 
Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte read by Andrew Sachs 

The Hound Of The Baskervilles, Arthur Conan Doyle read by Peter Emmens 


ELOQUENT REELS —- A NEW GENERATION OF TALKING BOOKS 


Available from W.H. Smith and other leading book stores or direct from: ELOQUENT REELS, Alhampton, Castle Cary, Somerset. BA4 6PZ. 


(074 986) 593 
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Talent still 
blooms in 


the Garden 


Every summer, artists with. dis- 
abilities have a day when they 
perform in the open air at Co- 
vent Garden. Every year there is 
the same mixture of vast poten- 
tial and bad management. 

This year good weather en- 
sured a large audience, who en- 
joyed most of what was offered. 

The highlights were the Isobel 
Ward Band with Isobel singing 
mainly her own compositions, 2 
of which have been on One in 
Four, and beautifully sung love 
songs over a tough percussive 
backdrop from Heart ‘n’ Soul, a 

‘group of people with and with- 
out mental handicaps. For pure 


entertainment, they could not, 


be beaten. 

On the minus side were the 
Happy-Go-Lucky Wheelchair 
Dancers. All the people in this 
troupe enjoyed themselves, but 
what it really amounted to was 
musical therapy — hardly the 
material to counteract society’s 
incorrect: images of disabled 
people. 

Such indiscriminate selection 
is the responsibility of those who 
also. permitted inadequate 
staffing behind the scenes so that 
there were long gaps between 
the acts and poor sound — and 
who kept DN in the dark about 
the day. 

In the 5 years ’ve been com- 
ing to this event, I have yet to 
find proof that Alternative Arts, 


who organised it, can get their . 


act together. But perhaps that’s 
part of the joy of being “alterna- 


wert : : 
tive * Chris Davies 
Chris Killick 


SS Ree 
Heart ‘n’ Soul boys 


Singer and presenter Isobel Ward with hus: 


ee He 


band Mark (right) a 


nd the band at Covent Garden. 


Isobel touches hearts and minds 


by Julian Marshall 


Regular viewers of One in Four 
may already have heard presen- 
ter Isobel Ward practising her 
other profession — singing and 
playing saxophone in her band 
Isobel. 

If not, watch out for the results 
of the programme’s lyric writing 
competition, because Isobel will 
be setting to music and perform- 
ing the winning entries on the 
show. 

“Other profession” it is, be- 
cause Isobel is a classically 
.trained musician who had her 
sights on a solo or orchestral 
career before developing MS. Af- 
ter studying the oboe and clas- 
sical music at the Royal North- 
ern College of \Music in Man- 
chester (where she met her hus- 
band Mark, a composer and per- 
cussionist) and reaching the 
semi-finals of the BBC Young 
Musician of the Year, she con- 
tinued her training in The 
Hague. 

It was there she discovered 
jazz and learned to play the sax, 
but in her second year, she be- 
came too ill to continue and re- 
turned to London. She failed to 


get orchestra work, after several 
auditions. “I’m sure the fact that 
by then I was walking with a limp 
was one of the reasons — though 
whether I was good enough is 
another matter,” said Isobel. 

In 1983 she became involved 
with Graeae Theatre Company 
as musical director, where she 
set several poems written by dis- 
abled people to music as part of 
their Cocktail Cabaret, which 
played at the Edinburgh Festival 
in 1984. At the same time, she 
became more interested in pop 
music. 

“Becoming disabled made 
being a classical musician hard, 
what with touring, strenuous re- 
hearsals and so on, so I looked 
towards an area where I could 
continue. I find pop music much 
more accessible and the lyrics 
touch the hearts of many more 
people. 

“A lot of pop lyrics deal with 
personal problems and _strug- 
gling, and I think it is easier to 
sing about disability in the pop 
idiom than the classical.” 

Isobel does most of her writ- 
ing with Mark, who has recently 
written scores for West End pro- 
ductions of two Stephen Berkoff 


plays. “We play a mix of soul, dis- 
co and pop with a strong emph- 
asis on intelligent lyrics,” he said. 

One song, Over 18, was fe- 
cently on One in Four. “Its a 
song about the feelings of anger I 
felt at the way my encroaching 
illness was kept from me. The 
chorus is “When shall we tell 
her?” 

And the future? “I think very 
soon a record company will take 
the idea of a disabled person 
singing about disability serious- 
ly. New synthesiser technology 
is very accessible and enabling. 
You do not need to be able to 
speak or write to be creative, and 
the standard of entries in our 
lyrics competition has shown 
there’s a lot of ability out there.” 

Recently, a PR consultant told 
Isobel that presenting and dis- 
ability were the areas she should 
concentrate on—a sign that even 
the hard-nosed world of busi- 
ness recognises that attitudes are 
changing. 

“His analysis was based on 
maximising the money he could 
make out of me. Well I rather 
like the idea of actually being 
able to make money out of being 
disabled.” 


1987 Edinbur oh Fr inge Festival == Jan Sutherland reports 


Reading’s Bulmershe College of 
Higher Education has been run- 
ning a Theatre of the Deaf course 
since 1986 —and the first fruits of 
their innovation were on show 
at last month’s Edinburgh Festiv- 
al Fringe. 

Deaf students played leading 
roles in two productions, earn- 
ing the approval of audiences, 
and the respect of reviewers. 

A Woman Alone, written 


jointly by the Italian left-wing 


duo Dario Fo and Franca Rame, 
was the personal choice of 3 Bul- 
mershe students, Clare Davis, 
Siobhan O’Donovan, and Carole 
Tweedy. 

All three students, two of 
them deaf, play the part of a 
wretched middle-class house- 
wife, literally locked in by her 
male chauvinist pig husband (as 
punishment tor having dared to 
have had an affair with a 20-year- 
old stripling), with no company 
except a screaming baby, an un- 
relenting dirty phone-caller and 
a disabled brother-in-law whose 
only functioning limb is a perpe- 
tually groping hand. 

Seldom can the contents of a 
madhouse, in this case any 
-middle-class home, have been 


quite so devastatingly pre- 
sented! One press reviewer 
commented that sign language 
can rarely have been used like 
this before. 

It isn’t the sort of play you’d 
cheerfully take your maiden 
aunt to but the audience was fall- 
ing about in hysterics. Small 
wonder that 2 out of only 6 per- 
formances were sell-outs. This is 
integrated theatre at its pointed 
and utterly hilarious best. 

Here to Stay, another Bulmer- 
she production that impressed 
the critics, left audiences more 
thoughtful. Written by Julia 
Biggs, a recent graduate of the 
college’s film and drama course, 
the story of mentally handicap- 
ped Jonathan is partly based on 
her own brother and family. Julia 
Biggs also researched at a Berk- 
shire adult training centre. 

It is not too much to say that 
Here to Stay, with deaf student 
Tony Baynton playing the part of 
Jonathan’s father, could well be- 
come the classic theatrical text 
on mental handicap. 

One reviewer found the work 
“sad”. Sadness there is, but also 
humour, hope, depression, ten- 
sion, and confusion. Julia Biggs 


says she was concerned to show 
the pressures society places ona 
family with a mentally handicap- 
ped member. She succeeds bril- 
liantly. 


Julian Boote 


Here to Stay: 4 classic 

From the telling portrayal of 
the distancing between Jonathan 
and his family and well-meaning 
professionals, to the touching 
understanding shown by author 
and cast as Jonathan explores his 
growing sexuality, Here to Stay 
is both entertainment and 
education. Its insights stay alive 
in the mind for a long time after 
the lights come up. With tighter 


direction and a quickened pace, 
Jonathan’s unvarnished story 
would not be out of place on net- 
work television. 

If these two plays are the pro- 
duct of anly one year of Bulmer- 
she College’s venture into 
theatre for the deaf, this review- 
er will fight for the chance to 
cover the 1988 Fringe. 


@ The “official” Edinburgh Fes- 
tival produces a guide for dis- 
abled people which lists all the 
mgin venues for festival events, 
giving clear details of toilet facili- 
ties, auditorium accessibiltty and 
attitudes to guide dogs. It high- 
lights the recently-founded 
Artlink group, who provide free 
escort service to assist disabled 
people to attend arts venues in 
Edinburgh all the year round. 
The guide is available from the 
Festival Office, 21 Market Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1BW, tel: 031- 
226 4001. 

The Festival Fringe also pro- 
vide comprehensive informa- 
tion in their annual brochure of 
Fringe events and Artlink, at 4 
Forth Street, Edinburgh EH1 
3LD, (tel: 03 1-556 6350 ), will al- 
ways advise and assist. 


praise, not 
patronage 


Generally, I try to moderate cri- 
ticism in case I discourage prog- 
ramme makers from venturing 
into the disability area. But there 
are exceptions to every rule... 

I detested Special Olympics 
(BBC 2, 13 August). All the 
emphasis was on the restrictions 
of mental handicap rather than 
sporting prowess.: Surely the 
Special Olympics movement is 
primarily the organisation of 
sporting competition between 
men and women who happen to 
have learning difficulties. If that’s 
so, you wouldn’t have guessed it 
from this programme. Cliff Mor- 
gan, who presented it, is clearly a 
kindly, well intentioned man, 
but nevertheless cliche followed 
cliche. Praise was the intention; 
patronage was the effect. At the 
end, one Special Olympics Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
said, “You ain’t seen nothing 
yet!” For the sake of the sports 
men and women involved, I 
hope we never do. 

Thankfully, two other specials 
were infinitely better. Splash! 
(the ITV children’s magazine 
programme, 28 July), devoted a 
whole edition to Nicolette Ere- 
vik, a wonderfully lively young 
lady. Her activities didn’t sur- 
prise me, because there was no- 
thing in the limitations of her 
physical disability to prevent her 
playing in a brass band or doing 
archery. What did strike me was 
her particularly positive attitude 
to life. hope it stays with her. 

United in Fury (ITV, 21 
July ), a Link special on poverty 
and disability, was, I suspect, 
new to most people. However, 
as a regular Link viewer, it is dif- 
ficult for me to assess the overall 
effect, because most of the case 
studies had been subjects of indi- 
vidual Link programmes over 
the last 3 years. To newcomers it 
must have been a shocking in- 
dictment. Certainly the best 
single programme this month. 

I have now seen 5 out of 8 
Same Difference programmes 
(C4) and they are neither consis- 
tently awful nor excellent. They 
seem to have a policy of addres- 
sing anything and everything in 
the same lighthearted, jolly man- 
ner. This apparent desire to 
avoid an over serious approach 
and be “entertaining” tips the 
programme dangerously close 
to flippancy and superficiality. 
However, the most recent prog- 
ramme contained hard hitting 
items on transport and conduc- 
tive education (alas, not to the 
benefit of The Spastics Society ). 
So maybe the approach is chang- 
ing. 

Link (Central, 16 August ) in- 
vestigated the psychological and 
physical effects of multiple scler- 
osis. It helped disabled people to 
appreciate more fully disabilities 
other than their own. 

Alas, North West viewers will 
have missed out on this. But 
from 6 September all will 
change. Link will have a 15 mi- 
nute slot every Sunday, at | pm 
(Anglia), 1.15 pm (Scottish, TVS, 
Ulster, Yorkshire, Channel, LWT, 
Central) and 1.45 pm (TSW, 
Tyne Tees, Border, Grampian, 
Granada, HTV ). 

Chris Davies 


. 
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microtechnology...microtechnology 


New environmental controller 


At long last there is an environ- 
mental controller that does not 
look out of place for the 1980s 
and incorporates lots of extra fe- 
atures that will help reduce the 
clutter of other aids around the 
house. 

It comes from Possum Con- 
trols who supply many com- 
munication and environmental 
control systems through the 
DHSS. 

The new system (as yet un- 
named) has a smart televisidn 
display screen instead of the tra- 
ditional light scanning board and 
you can have another screen 
somewhere else in the house. 

It presents short _ lists 
(“menues” ) that you select with 
one or two switches. If you 
choose a major item like Televi- 
sion, you will get anew menu of 
choices for TV viewing. The tele- 
phone menu can hold a direc- 
tory of 32 numbers for easy 
selection or give complete diall- 
ing freedom. 

The system is extremely flexi- 
ble and can cope with far more 
devices than the PSU3. Even 
general items like mains sockets 
can be labelled with the 
appropriate appliance on the 
menu once you have decided on 


their use. Exotic things like bed 
position control can be added, 
though they would be control- 
led only by a screen in the same 
room. Other facilities like inter- 
coms and alarms can be used 
from any screen in the house. 
There is more still. The system 
incorporates a communication 
aid, the menu being replaced by 
the familiar grid of letters, num- 
bers, etc, and before long com- 
puter keyboard emulation will 


be available too. All this on one ~ 


piece of equipment and poten- 
tially accessible from more than 
one place in the house. 

This must be one of the most 
exciting developments to come 
from Possum. The staff demon- 
strating the system were 
obviously delighted at the mod- 
ern image which the equipment 
projected. 

DHSS approval has yet to 
come, but when it does Possum 
hopes that disabled people will 
be able to get the environmental 
controller, free, next year. 

Peter Watts 


Possum Controls Ltd, Middle- 
green Road, Langley, Slough, 
Berkshire SL3 ODF, tel: (0753) 
79234. 


Adapted mice and trackerballs 


Mice and Trackerballs are useful 
devices to operate computers 
particularly to control art and 
graphics programmes. Unfortu- 
nately some people are unable to 
take advantage of them because 
they cannot hold down a switch 
and “roll the ball” at the same 
time. If this is your problem then 
a solution is now available. 

At the Acorn Users Exhibition 
The Spastics Society’s mic- 
rotechnology resource centre 
managed to persuade a company 
to adapt these two devices, 
although neither one looks any 
different from its original. 

Two of the three switches on 
each device are now “latching”. 
This means that the switch can 
be pressed and released, the ball 
rolled as required and then the. 
switch pressed and released 


ONE COMPLETED COUPON AND 


again to move to a new activity. 
This solution should make the 
Mice and Trackerballs valuable 
tools for more people. Simnetts 
(suppliers of BBC computers 
and very helpful) have agreed to 
carry a stock of the adapted Mar- 
coni Trackerball at a cost of 
£49.50 plus VAT. They also sell 
an interface to allow Mouse soft- 
ware to be run by the Tracker- 
ball — £8 plus VAT. The adapted 
Mouse is available from Chal- 
lenge Research at £26 plus VAT. 
Janet Larcher 


Simnetts Ltd, Unit 15, St Georges 
Industrial Estate, Richmond 
Road, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey. Tel: 01-541 1495 
Challenge Research, 218 High 
Street, Potters Bar, Herts ENO 
5BJ. Tel: (0707) 44063. 
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Every month it brings you: 


What’s going on in Parliament, 
around the country, abroad 
and in The Spastics Society. 


INFORMATION 


about benefits, conferences, 
services, aids and equipment, 
holidays, sport and leisure. 


ed 2 , . . ere y 
If you're not getting Disability Now — or you know someone 
who isn’t but would like to — just complete the coupon below! 


- Disability Now is the newspaper for disabled people and 
professionals in the disability field. And it’s free! 


VIEWS 


Professional and personal on 
anything to do with disability. 


FEATURES 


on politics, travel, motoring, 
micro-technology, fashion, 

books, the arts and personal 
problems. 


Please put me on the Disability Now circulation list 
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BMAD DRESS ooops ny yp tio see ee I 
tet Sea itary Seinen epee Se 5 aioe e Post Code............00+ 
Send to Gayle Mooney, Circulation Supervisor, Room 2B, Disability Now, 
i Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, London WIE 3FB iF 
Le (Donations gratefully accepted). am 
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Andrew Berry*, 36, is a compu- 
ter consultant. He has cerebral 
palsy and went to Thomas De- 
larue school. He has been on the 


Executive Council for the last 2 


years. At local level he has beena 
member of several groups and is 
now treasurer of the Milton 
Keynes Council of Disabled Peo- 
le. 

Special interests: improving the 
life-styles of disabled people, 
particularly training and em- 
ployment, and encouraging The 
Spastics Society to maintain its 
pioneering role. 


Kay Fry, 32, is a housewife who 
has cerebral palsy. She is chair- 
person of the Bristol and District 
Spastics Association. She is also a 
member of the Bristol Computer 
Project Committee, the Kings- 
wood Council for the Disabled 
and the Management Committee 
for Bristol Community Trans- 
port. Recently she has been in- 
volved in setting up an informa- 
tion and contact service for pa- 
rents of newly diagnosed chil- 
dren and running a survey of re- 


sidential care for young cp adults 


in Bristol. 

Special interests: Making known 
the views of disabled people; 
education, particularly mic- 
roelectronics; transport. 


* a retiring member of the Ex- 
ecutive Council who is seeking 
re-election. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Floodlight, the Inner London 
Education Authority directory of 
adult education courses for 
1987-88, is now available. It’s 
packed with every subject you 
might wish to do, from accoun- 
tancy to zoology, plus details of 
where they are available. The 
guide includes a section on 
courses for people with learning 
difficulties. Concessionary fees 
of £1 per term are available to 
some people including people 
who are deaf, blind or mentally 
handicapped, and those receiv- 
ing supplementary or invalidity 
benefit. Floodlight costs 75p 
from newsagents. (Inner London 
libraries also keep a copy ). 


Getting Around is a new, 
monthly magazine for disabled 
people and their family. It has fe- 
atures on where to go and what 
to do, interviews, hobbies, aids 
& equipment, sports, recipes, a 
letters page, and advice on look- 
ing good. &1 from newsagents. 


Douglas Shapland*, 58, is a re- 
tired director of social services. 
He has been chairman of The 
Spastics Society since November 
1987 and a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Council for 6 years. He is 
on the management committee 
of the Habinteg Housing Associa- 
tion. 

Special interests: developing the 
wide range of services provided 
by the Society, whether it be 
education for children, housing 
for adults or support for parents, 
in the light of present day needs. 


Bill Huddleston*, 58, has 
moved from industrial manage- 
ment to being a self-employed 
consultant. He has a daughter 
with cerebral palsy. He has been 
honorary treasurer of The Spas- 
tics Society for 7 years, broken 
by 1 year in which he was a vice- 
chairman. He is an ex-officio 
member of all the Society’s com- 
mittees and chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, but he has 
taken a particular interest in the 
Marketing Committee. He is 
chairman of the Cleveland 
Group and for some time was 
chairman of the Cleveland Work 
and Welfare. Centre Manage- 
ment Committee. 

Special interests: widespread in- 
terest in all the Society’s work. 


Trevor Gwyn John, 64, is a re- 
tired civil engineer and has a 
daughter with cerebral palsy. He 
is chairman of The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s Welsh Regional Committee 
and a member of the Regions 
Committee. At local level he is 
chairman of the Swansea and 
District Spastics Association, of 
which he is a founder member. 
Recently he has been leading the 
way to improve services for cp 
people at the Longfields centre 
in Swansea. 

Special interests: ensuring a se- 
cure life for cp people when 
their parents are gone and rais- 
ing the standards of care, train- 
ing and development for all cp 
people. 


David Hendon, 37, is a char- 
tered engineer and a senior Civil 
servant. He has a _ multiply- 
handicapped son. He is chairman 
of The Spastics Society's South 
East Regional Committee and a 
member of the Regions Commit- 
tee. He was involved in the early 
stages of the Society’s new long 
term plan. Since 198) he has 
been a member of the South 
West Surrey Spastics Society, for 
the last 3 years its vice-chairman. 
He is chairman of the White 
Lodge Centre, Chertsey. 

Special interests: services to pro- 
foundly disabled people, de- 
veloping the role of local groups 
and approaching the Society’s fu- 
ture in a planned way. 


Anne Davis, 35, is a housewife 
who has personal experience of 
disability and ason with cerebral 
palsy. She founded the Parent 
Handicap. Information Group 
(PHIG) in 1980 and was chair- 
person until 1985. Now she is 
vice-chairperson and an admi- 
nistrator of PHIG’s new resource 
centre for families with hand- 
icapped children. She is a mem- 
ber of The Spastic Society’s Lon- 
don Regional Committee and 
treasurer of its Finance Sub- 
Committee. 

Special interests: expanding loc- 
al groups and seeing that cp peo- 
ple take an active part in The 
Spastics Society. 


Ken Coulbeck”*’ 62, is a retired 
engineer and has a son with cere- 
bral palsy. He has been a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council for 
6 years. He is vice-chairman of 
the South Humberside Spastics 
Society and vice-chairman of 
The Spastics Society’s Midland 
Regional Committee. He is also 
chairman of the Management 
Committee of the Lincolnshire 
Spastics Centre at Scunthorpe. 
Previous experience includes 
being chairman cf the Society’s 
Regions Committee and a trus- 
tee of its Personal Services Fund. 
Special interests: the problem of 
aged parents and the lack of re- 
sidential accommodation for 
adults and short-term care. 


ee See ee 


I should have been feeling very 
happy and excited — I was off on 
holiday for a week! But I was not 
headed for sun and sand, but sun 
_and snow. I was going skiing for 
the first time ever. 

_I had been invited to join a 
couple of friends at Avoriaz, a 
purpose-built ski village in the 
French Alps. One of them was an 
experienced skier, but the other, 
thankfully, was a beginner like 
me. 

I still felt anxious about the 
whole thing when we arrived. I 
_ had been gathering advice from 
_ avariety of people before we set 
out, but most of my friends 
thought I'd .gone completely 
mad. They just couldn’t imagine 

how someone with cerebral pal- 
sy could attempt skiing. To be 
honest I was having difficulty 

picturing myself on skis too! 
| The first morning was spent 
getting kitted out with equip- 
ment, collecting ski passes and 
arranging lessons. This may 
sound dull, but the preliminary 
preparation, carrying the skis, 
getting into the clothes and sort- 
ing out how to get where you 
- want to go are all part of the 
_ skiing experience, and a part 
your able-bodied skiing friends 

_ will take for granted. 

For example, no-one had told 
_ me about walking in ski boots! 
My balance was completely 
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Vinter sports special 


No business like snow business 
Sue Smith went skiing the hard way — with able-bodied friends 


thrown off ‘because my knees 
were bent, and the snow made it 
twice as difficult. 

I decided on very short skis, 
and had the moulded handles re- 
moved from the poles and re- 
placed by rubber tubing so that I 
could hold them. 

My first week skiing was, in 
fact, a constant wonder, mostly 
at my own achievement and, of 
course, at the beautiful scenery 
and atmosphere around me. 

I did register at the ski-school, 
but unfortunately could not 
keep up with the lessons — after 
the second day everyone was so 
far ahead of me I had to give up. 

For someone with a disability 
like cp, skiing must be one of the 
most difficult sports to attempt. 
The whole thing is dependent on 
making your legs do exactly 
what you tell them. If doing this 
under normal conditions is 
rather difficult, on skis it needs 
an enormous amount of concen- 
tration and will-power. 

I did manage to ski every day 
and had private lessons which 
helped a lot. 

My second skiing trip, orga- 
nised by Adventure Holidays, 
was with a group of 8 friends, 
and was based in La Cluzas, again 

in the French Alps. Altogether it 
was a much more enjoyable holi- 
day. I knew what to expect and I 
had also managed 3 lessons on a 


dry ski slope before I went. 

Some members of the group 
were good skiers, and on the first 
day they took me on my first 
“green run” — 6 kilometres and 
incredibly hard work for me and 
them. 

We did manage to ski it, 
though at times it was rather dif- 
ficult. We experimented with 
two experienced skiiers skiing 
side by side with a pole between 
them, which I held on to, and 
with me skiing behind someone 
else, holding onto them. 

I had two very good lessons in 
La Cluzas. The instructor really 
thought about my balance and 
control difficulties and worked 
hard at getting me to do snow- 
plough turns, progressing down 
a hill. The result was that I can 
honestly say that I skied! 

I set myself targets through 
jthe week and by the final day was 
able to do a short green run on 
my own. 

To those who may think skiing 
is a waste of money for people 
with cp I would say think again. 
Overall, skiing is a great holiday 
activity, but it zs one of the har- 
dest things I have ever done. 

I am very pleased that I went 
skiing with an able-bodied group 
of friends. Perhaps it was the 
hard way but I felt that it was 
something I wanted to do on my 
own, alongside others who 


17 


French Government tourist office 


ai 


The picturesque village of La Clusaz, with the Massif de Balme 


towering above. 


could ski. 
“ Asasport, [ve got the bug. . . I 
can hardly wait until I go again. 


Could this be me standing on skis? 


_ Mark Williams describes his holiday with the Uphill Ski Club 


I would like to share with you an 
experience of a lifetime. 
I should explain that all my life 
I have been in a wheelchair and 
have never walked a step on my 
Own, So it was no surprise that I 
_ thought my new social worker 
. was out of his mind when last 
_ July he said “Would you like to 
go on a skiing holiday?” 
He sent me details of the Up- 
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through the gates on race day. 


hill Ski Club and after Mum 
phoned Sue Hawkins, coordina- 
tor of the club, and explained 
how disabled I was she told me 
to apply. Off went my forms, 
with me thinking I didn’t have a 
chance of going to Austria. 

In November I had a letter 
saying I had been accepted but I 
must attend the pre-holiday 
meeting. When arriving at the 

meeting [ was a bit concerned 
because | was the only one ina 
wheelchair, but I was assured by 
everyone there that they had 
taken worse handicapped peo- 
ple than myself. 

During the week before the 

holiday Britain had the worst 
weather seen for years and it was 
touch and go whether we would 
be able to get to Dover. But once 


Mark Williams, supported by his instructor, Patrick, makes it 


we did, and we knew we were 
going, the mood changed and we 
all became like one big happy 
family. 

On ‘the’ first’ evening at St 
Johann in Tyrol we were fitted 
with skis so that we could start 
skiing on Sunday morning. As 
everyone would need help on 
the first day, Patrick, one of our 
instructors, said would I mind 


just going in the sledge? This was 
really good fun but when I got 
onto skis on the Monday it was a 
marvellous feeling. 

Could this be me standing on 
skis? Yes it was. All I wanted to 
do for the first hour was stand 
and stand and stand. 

The next day saw me skiing 
down with Patrick holding me 
up from behind. What a great 
sensation! 

On the Wednesday we started 
off the same way, but when we 
were half way down I suddenly 
felt Patrick’s hand moving away 
from me. At first it was just for 
the odd second, but then it was 
for longer and longer. By the 
time I had my last run on the last 
day I went 25 yards on my own. 
It was fantastic, exhilarating! 


But there is much more to do 
on a Uphill holiday — snowball 
fights, tobogganing at night 
(which, let me tell you, is quite 
hair-raising ) and the ever famous 
fondue party. It all gave me a 
very, very memorable holiday. 


Mark Williams, 22, has cp and 
lives with his mother in Bristol. 


Skier, right, learns how to use 
“outriggers” — crutches with 
small skis on the end which can 
help take your weight. 


Information 


The Uphill Ski Club is organis- 
ing 5 skiing trips between Janu- 
ary and March, to Austria by 
coach and to Italy by air. Prices 
are £270 to £300 for 9 days. 
Contact Sue Hawkins, The Up- 
hill Ski Club, 12 Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ, tel: 01-636 
1989. 

The British Ski Club for the 
Disabled also arranges skiing 
holidays for disabled people. A 
10-day holiday to Les Di- 
ablerets in Switzerland in Janu- 
ary, for example, will cost £350 
halfboard. Club membership is 
£7 per person, £10 for the famti- 
ly. A list of artificial slopes in 
the UK its available. Contact 
Hubert Sturges, The British Ski 
Club for the Disabled, Corton 
House, Corton, Warminster, 
Wilts, tel: (0985) 50321. 


EXPRESS OFFER By Mary Collins 


£24.95 


for DISABILITY NOW READERS 
SUPERB UNISEX SKI JACKETS JUST 


This is the ideal Jacket to slip into and be cosy and warm no matter how bitter are 
those winter winds. It’s a superb Unisex Ski Jacket, padded throughout and in a choice 
of three fashionable colours — Bright Red, Royal Blue and Black. 

Made from 65% Polyester and 35% Cotton outer, the Jacket has 100% Nylon lining 
with a warm-as-toast 100% Polyester er: 


five generously cut sizes: Extra-small (28 


(44/46! length 30%"). 


It’s extremely smart with pleated yoke shoulders, stand-up collar and ribbed cuffs 
and waistband. It does up with a tough nylon zip and strong studs button the collar. 
There are two hand-size outer pockets plus an inner pocket. The price is just £24.95 
inclusive of postage and packing and you have no-question, no-quibble money 
back guarantee if you aren’t completely satisfied. 


. Completely washable, the Jacket comes in 
30" chest/bust, length 26%”), Small (32/34; 
length 27%”), Medium (36/387 length 28%"), Large (40/42, length 29%") and Extra-large 


Express Newspapers and our supplier, Leroco, bave contributed all the 
proceeds of this Offer (20% of the price) to Disability Now. 
You should receive your Jacket(s) within 14/21 days of our ree ceiving your order, Ifyou 
are nol satisfied Express Newspapers will refund your nioney if you rela the 
Jackel(s) undamaged within a week. Your statutory rights are nol affected. Please 
quote your Access/Visa Account number orsend cheque or crossed postal cvlers, 
VOT CASH. Orders and queries to: EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS SKI JAC cKE1 
OFFER, BOURNE ROAD, BEXLEY, KENT, DAS IBL. 

Crayford (0322) 326922 for inquiries only. 
We deliver to addresses in the UK. (including Northern Ireland) 


Please send me Ski Jacket(s) at £24.95 cach as indicated below 


SIZE 


COLOUR CHOICI 


QUANTITY 
2nd 


[enclose my cheque crossed postal orders for & 
-EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS SKIJACKET OFFER 


! 
| 


made payable to 


; NAME 


0322-58011 


24 hers diy 


days a week 


Reg. London 1417418 
| Express Newspapers p.Lc., 121 Heel Street. Loudon. LC IP ft 


ADDRESS 
4 f OR please debit my Access Vist Account with the sum of &———_________ 
ER BY TELEPHONE | My Account No. is: ) | | 
ORO PS UR! OF re == eee 
S =a) ACCESS OR VISA EN Signature Orders to 
ierasiond) ——s** EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS SKIJACKET OFFER. Bourne Road. Bexicy, Kent DASIBI 


VAY No. 2439712 ~? Reg office 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


Understanding 
teenage angst 


“I am rather worried about 
the behaviour of a 13-year- 
old boy, whose parents are 
both disabled. He really is 
quite a problem. Sometimes 
he can be very rude and 
aggressive and at other times 
he is babyish and dependent. 
He seems to spend most of 
his time wandering about on 
his own. I live next door to 
the family and I don’t want to 
interfere, but I am very wor- 
ried. What do you suggest I 
could do to help?” 


“My husband is disabled — he 
has a deteriorating condition 
— and is no longer able to ex- 
ert any authority over our 
two teenagers. I am con- 
cerned about this, as I work 
unsocial hours and so can’t 
keep an eye on what they are 
doing or on their choice of 
friends. Our daughter seems 
to have some nice girl 
friends, though she rarely 
brings them home. I just 
don’t know who our son goes 
about with and he seems to 
have become very secretive 
about his activities. 

I realise that most teena- 
gers go through difficult 
phases, but I am sure that our 
son, particularly, misses his 
father’s guidance and con- 
trol. I would like to talk over 
these problems with another 
family like ours. Can you sug- 
gest anyone, please?” 


Families in this situation face 
many complex emotional and 
practical problems and I am only 
able to touch on some of the 
issues in this reply. 

From the experience of pa- 
rents with a disability it is clear 
that their children do face dif- 
ficulties, especially during 
adolescence. The type of disabil- 


ity and whether it is life-long, ac- 
quired, deteriorating or fluctuat- 
ing is obviously important, as are 
the effects of the disability on the 
person concerned and on his or 
her partner. 

The strength of the family rela- 
tionships and the quality of love 
and respect for one another are 
obviously crucial. 

Many people, perhaps in re- 
trospect, feel that disability has 
strengthened the family ties and 
developed special caring gifts in 
the children. One young woman, 
now in her early twenties, wrote 


to me, “In some ways you be-- 


come more worldly-wise and in- 
dependent. You see yourself as 
different from your friends, but 
in a positive way, as you feel 
more mature than they are.” 

But it is important for families 
and friends to recognise early, 
and honestly, that there are like- 
ly to be special situations which 
adolescents may find very dif- 
ficult to talk over with anyone, 
even close friends. 

We all remember how impor- 
tant it was that our parents 
looked “right” and did and said 
the “right” things in front of 
teachers and friends. If one or 
both parents have disabilities 
their appearance may cause 


embarrassment, and other chil- ~ 


dren can be very cruel. 

It is all very well to gloss over 
these difficulties by saying that it 
happens to all teenagers, but if 
your Mum or Dad is in a wheel- 
chair or can’t speak clearly then 
this 7s a problem to you. 

One way to help counteract 
these feelings of inferiority is to 
emphasise the positive assets of 
the family: maybe Mum — or Dad 
— is always at home when you get 
back from school and has time to 
listen to what you have been 
doing during the day; maybe Dad 
— or Mum — knows more about a 
particular skill or leisure activity 
than your friends’ parents do. 

All teenagers need role mod- 
els. This can be hard, too, if your 
father or mother — probably 


E88 RIFTON YOUTH ACTIVITY CHAIR 
The same chair for 5 year old to small adult 


 Rifton 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 


more so, if both — has a disability. 
It’s not easy to imagine what you 
will be like when you are grown 
up and many young people have 
fears that they will become 
handicapped themselves. Most 
wonder if they will ever find a 
boy or girl friend or if anyone 
will want to marry them. If they 
have children, will they be dis- 
abled? 

Many extra demands and 
pressures are, often uncon- 
sciously, put on the children. For 
only children this is sometimes 
more than they can bear and 
they just have to escape from the 
responsibilities. It is understand- 
able that the 13 year old should 
fluctuate between expressing his 
anger and needing comfort and 
care like a small baby. Most 
teenagers behave like this from 
time to time and this boy has 
even more reason to feel con- 
fused about his own and his pa- 
rents’ role. 

Perhaps you could encourage 
him to talk about his feelings 
then, more importantly, try to 
persuade him and his parents to 
share things together. 

You could ask the family if 
they would like any help, then 
try to share the tasks on a neigh- 
bourhood basis, or suggest the 
boy has a holiday with other chil- 
dren of his own age. 

These ideas may not be easy to 
put into practice, as they might 
well be seen as interference. If, 
however, you are seriously con- 
cerned about the boy and are not 
able to talk to his parents, you 
may be able to alert his school 
teacher or the local social work- 
er. 

Control and discipline during 
teenage years are difficult for 
many parents, but there can be 
special tensions if one parent is 
working and the other is not well 
enough to keep an eye on activi- 
ties. 

Here again, it is important to 
try to develop mutual trust and 
to keep channels of communica- 
tion open. Some boys. and girls 
find it easier to write things 
down and this should be encour- 
aged. 

Talking things over with other 
parents can be very helpful and 
the National Childbirth Trust 
maintains a “contact” register of 
parents with disabilities who 
offer support and assistance to 
other parents. 

It is encouraging to learn that 
the Parkinson’s Disease Society 
is currently looking at the needs 
of the teenagers themselves. 
There is very little research in 
this field and the Voluntary 
Council for Handicapped Chil- 
dren will be holding a seminar 
later this year to help the Parkin- 
son’s Disease Society to plan a 
research project. 

Readers may like to contri- 
bute their views on this topic, so 
do write to me and I will pass on 
your ideas at the seminar. 


National Childbirth Trust, 9 
Queensborough Terrace, Lon- 
don W2 37B, tel: 01-221 3833. 
Parkinson's Disease Society, 36 
Portland Place, London WIN 
3DG, tel: 01-223 1174. 
Voluntary Council for Hand- 
icapped Children, 8 Wakley 
Street, London ECIV 7QE, tel: 
01-278 9441. 


What's On 


Conferences and leisure 


Leisure and Equipment Exhibition. The Milton Keynes & District 
Spastics Society are holding this exhibition on 15 September, 9am- 
6pm at Middleton Hall, Milton Keynes as part of TSS National Week. 
Equipment and activities for disabled people will be on display, in- 
cluding live exhibitions of sports and leisure pursuits. Further in- 
formation from Janet Machin, Development Officer, TSS, Stephenson 
House, Brunel Centre, Bletchley MK2 2EW. Tel: (0908) 643277. 


Lee Valley Park Disabled Sports Day takes place on Saturday 19 
September at the Picketts Lock Centre in North London. Competitions 
include basketball, archery, snooker, air rifle and field events. Entries 
are invited from individuals and teams. For further information and 
entry forms contact T N Phillips, Operations Manager, Picketts Lock 
Centre, Picketts Lock Lane, Edmonton, London N9. Tel: 01-803 4756. 


Art Ability is a week of arts workshops for people with disabilities, 
giving people the opportunity to try a variety of activities. It is being 
organised by the City of Salford Cultural Services Department from 
21-25 September at The Crescent Complex, Salford. Half-day work- 
shops you can try include pottery, drama, music and photography. For 
details, contact the Principal Arts Officer, Joule House, Acton Square, 
Crescent, Salford M5 4NY. Tel: 061-736 9448. 


PATH Productions Workshop Courses. PATH, the company which 
integrates able-bodied, physically disabled and mentally handicapped 
performers, is running a number of workshops over the next few 
months. Music workshops include Vocal Techniques on 21 Septem- 
ber, Instruments on 5 October and What You Want to Say on 2 
November. Dance, Movement and Mime in Drama workshops include 
Dance on 4 February 1988 and Improvisation and Theatre Games on 7 
March. Contact Sophie Kingshill, PATH Productions, 38a Duncan Ter- 
race, London N1 8AL. Tel: 01-359 7866. 


The British Society for Music Therapy is holding a regional meet- 
ing on Saturday 26 September from 10am-4pm at the Moorhaven 
Hospital Patients’ Activity Centre, Bittaford, Ivybridge, South Devon. 
The speakers will be Colin Burns, Music Therapist at Moorhaven Hos- 
pital and Hazel Sweetman, Music Therapist. For further details contact 
Denize Christophers, BSMT Administrator, 69 Avondale Avenue, East 
Barnet, Herts EN4 8NB. Tel: 01-368 8879. 


Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop No. 4: Tools and Techniques 
of Evaluation is being held at the Moat House Hotel, Blackburn, Lancs 
on 7 & 8 October. For further information contact Chris Hince, Re- 
habilitation Resource Centre, City University, Northampton Square, 
London EC1V OHB. Tel: 01-253 4399, ext. 4610. 


Representing Disability is a day organised by Camerawork to dis- 
cuss photography and the representation of disability in charity adver- 
tising and fundraising, television drama, and the role of the photo- 
grapher (with and without disabilities ). The day, which is free, takes 
place on Saturday 10 October, 10.30am-5.30pm at Camerawork. For 
further information contact Celia Wood, Camerawork, 121 Roman 
Road, Bethnal Green, London E2 OQN. Tel: 01-980 6256. 


Disability Rights Training Courses. The Disability Alliance Educa- 
tional and Research Association will be holding courses on welfare 
benefits for people with disabilities: Introduction to Disability Be- 
nefits, 13 October; or (more detailed), 3-5 November; Mobility Allo- 
wance.and Medical Appeal Tribunals, 11 November; Attendance Allo- 
wance, 17 November; Industrial Injuries Benefits, 24 November. 
Courses are in London. Fees are £40 for one day courses and £95 for 
3-day course (with some reductions for voluntary organisations). 
Contact the Training Assistant, Disability Alliance ERA, 25 Denmark 
Street, London WC2H 8NJ. Tel: 01-379 6142. 


Herriots Jailbreak! The challenge is to get as far away from Strange- 
ways Prison within 24 hours — without paying for your own transport. 
Money raised through sponsorship will go to The Spastics Society and 
there are prizes for the teams who raise the most money. The event 
starts on Saturday 14 November. For further details and an entry form 
contact Jan Coulson, TSS, 4th Floor, St James’s House, Pendleton Way, 
Salford M6 SJA. Tel: 061-736 9850. 


Courses at Castle Priory 


Building Design & Construction — a course for occupational ther- 
apists, social workers & environmental health officers to introduce 
them to the basic problems of building construction and control and 
to improve skills in advising home adaptations and alterations for 
disabled clients. 19-21 October. Tuition £55, residence £47, non- 
residence £17. 


Personal Considerations for Women with Cerebral Palsy — will 
look at physical problems, physiological changes and psychological 
factors related to body image, sexuality, childrearing and childless- 
ness. For those involved in care, education or counselling. Limited 
facilities for wheelchair users. 21-23 October. Tuition £50, residence 
£47, non-residence £17. 


The Hand asa Guide to Learning — designed for those working with 
young and more intellectually able children who have cerebral palsy 
or a similar disability. 30 October-1 November. Tuition £50, resi- 
dence £47, non-residence £17. 


Vocational Schemes for Adults with Learning Difficulties — for 
ATC/SEC supervisors and staff and those involved in work experience 
schemes for people with mental or physical disabilities. 2-4 Novem- 
ber. Tuition £50, residence £47, non-residence £17. 


Music, Art and Drama Workshop — for all categories of staff, volun- 
teers and others working with children and adolescents who have 
special needs. 4-8 November. Tuition £75, residence £94, non- 
residence £34. 


For more information about any of these courses, write to Castle 
Priory College, Thames Street, Wallingford, Oxon OX10 OHE. Tel: 
(ODDITY 37551. ; 
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For Sale 


_ MANGAR BATH AID Perfect working 


order. Contact Mr Fitzgerald. Tel: Crow- 
borough (08926) 61647. 


BRAUN BATRICAR in good condition. 
New batteries, weatherproof apron. 
£350. Contact Keeping. Tel: (0590) 
76169. 


TALBOT RANCHO MATRA, converted, 
take wheelchair. 30,000 mies. W reg, ex- 
cellent condition. £4,000 ono. Tel: 
(0945) 61694. 


BEC 17 ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. 
Attendant controlled, indoor & outdoor, 
new condition. New batteries & charger 
included. £500. Tel: (0945) 61694. 


PORTABLE BEC 40 HORIZON ELEC- 
TRIC WHEELCHAIR. £550. Tel: (037 
22) 77789, or Mr Elgee on (0372) 


374895. 


BEC 24 COLLAPSIBLE WHEELCHAIR. 


’ Dual control for attendant &/or user, 2 


batteries, battery charger; extra set of in- 
door wheels, suchion & foot rests. Cost 
£1,200 new. Will accept £400 ono. Mr 


_ Berger. Tel: (0752) 227524. 


VESSA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, kerb 
climber, battery charger. Good condi- 
tion. £450 ono. Tel: (0332) 705477. 


STAIRLIFT for 12 stairs. 1 yr old, gd con- 
dition. Already dismantled. Buyer col- 
lects. £250. Tel: 01-866 3711. 


“A” REG METRO AUTOMATIC. Power 
assisted steering by Steering Develop- 
ment. Reselco had controls. Under 
15,000 miles. 10 months MOT. One 


- owner. £3,250. Tel: (0992) 718415. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
SCOOTERS/BATTERY CARS. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used from half-price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


BEC ELECTRIC SCOOTER with battery 
charger. £350 ono. Tel: (0785) 45381. 


PHOENIX the quarterly magazine of dis- 
ability literature. £1 sample copy. Guide 
to periodicals in the disability field. New 
international edition £6.95 (post paid). 
From Phoenix, 10 Woad Lane, Grimsby 
DN37 9NH. 


NEWTON ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR. 
As new. Will accept £375 or nearest 
offer. Contact P. Rooney, 83 Norfolk 
Crescent, Failsworth, Manchester. 


HOUSE FOR SALE, BERKSHIRE 4 
miles east of Reading (M4 exit 11, 2 
miles). Excellent detached residence, 
purposely designed & fully adapted for 
wheelchair occupant, inc Wessex home 
lift. 3 bdrms, lrg bthrm with w/c, 2 recept 
rms, Irg cloakroom, well fitted kitchen. 
CH, garage, mature garden. £130,000 
ONO Roy Thompson, Parrots View, Gyp- 
sy Lane, Lower Early, Reading RG6 3HG. 
Tel: Reading (0734) 874269. 

Wanted 
LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING WHEEL- 
CHAIR for large lady with small car. De- 
tails & price please to Box No 163, Dis- 
ability Now, address on page 20 (mark- 
ing envelopes Private & Confidential ). 


~“DISABILITY NOW STAFF MEMBER, 


mature female, non-smoker,  non- 
drinker, refs. Needs modest central Lon- 
don accommodation. Tel: 01-636 5020 


ext. 245. 

: Holidays 
THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 


" extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 


joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day full 
board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST10 
2DH. Tel: (0538) 757220 


8-BERTH CARAVAN & BEACH HUT at 
Felixstowe, run by local Spastics Society. 
Both suitable for wheelchair users. For 


BRADFORD COMMUNITY ARTS ASSOCIATION 


seeks a 


DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR 


for its cultural development project 


B.C.A.A. is joint owner of The Old Quaker School, Bradford’s exciting new community arts centre, 


housing 5 projects. 


_The DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATOR will: 
* Develop priorities for community arts both within The Old Quaker School and its wider context. 
% Initiate and support creative projects. 


* Promote networks and partnerships with local and national voluntary/statutory organisations. 
Proven experience and organisational ability in the community arts field are essential. 


The person appointed will work as part of a newly established team which already includes a 


Programmes Organiser and an Administrator. 


This is a full time post: Salary in accordance with Voluntary Sector Band 5 (s.c.p. 24-28, 
£9348-£ 10647). For job description, application form and information pack please contact: 
B.C.A.A., c/o B.M.C.V.S., Sunbridge Road, Bradford BD! 2AY or ’phone (0274) 722772 


(answerphone after 5pm). 


Closing date for applications, Friday October 2nd 1987. B.C.A.A. is an equal opportunities employer and 
welcomes applications from candidates of any age, sex, race or disability who meet the job requirements. - 


Archery @ Snooker il Bow/s M Table Tennis & Fight Ball Pool @ 


DISABILITY NOW — SEPTEMBER 1987 


details contact Miss J M Wood, 50 High 
Road East, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9PU. 
Tel: (0394) 283794. 


Find-A-Friend 

YOUNG LADY, 34 yrs old, cp & partially 
deaf. Would like to correspond with 
young man (including man who may be 
deaf) who drives a car (I also drive). My 
hobbies include reading, writing, dining 
out. Please don’t be shy to write. All let- 
ters answered. Please write to Box No 
126, Disability Now, address on page 20, 
(mark envelopes Private & Confiden- 
tial). 

YOUNG MAN would like to contact lady 
of similar age & interests. lam 28, 5'7", of 
medium build, with blue eyes & dark 
hair. Hobbies include playing pool, 
snooker, darts, going out to nightclubs & 
generally getting out & about. Please 
write to Box No 143, Disability Now, 
address on page 20 (marking envelopes 
Private & Confidential). 


LADY PENSIONER 67, living alone on 
the south coast, would like to write to a 
disabled male pensioner, aged about 64- 
70, living on the south coast or London 
area. I’m a bit quiet but cheerful. Please 
write to Box No 165, Disability Now, 
address on page 20 (marking envelopes 
Private & Confidential ). 


ATTRACTIVE 21 YR-OLD MAN with 
moderate disability is looking for female 
company, 18-27, with good personality. 
Must be able to drive and live in the Rhyl, 
Clwyd area. Please write to Box No 164, 
Disability Now, address on page 20 
(marking envelopes Private & Confiden- 
tial). 


Situations Vacant 
ADMINISTRATOR NEEDED. PATH 
Productions, a theatre company integrat- 
ing performers with & without disabili- 
ties, are looking for a new administrator. 
Applicants must be able to type. Other 
duties include fundraising, publicity, PR 
& general administration. Wages 
negotiable— you may find yourself raising 
funds for them! For further information 
& application form, please contact 
Sophie Kingshill at 38A Duncan Terrace, 
London N1 8AL. Tel: 01-359 7866. 


INTERNATIONAL DISABILITY & 
AWARENESS Rehabilitation trainer 
(therapists, teachers etc) to join this 
small, collectively run charity, based in 
Britain, to develop innovative 
approaches to training and information 
sharing, for people working in Develop- 
ing Countries. Must have overseas ex- 
perience in Disability Work. Starting sal- 
ary £9,250. Closing date 12 October. 
Equal Opportunities employer. fully ac- 
cessible office. For details contact IDEA, 
William House, 101 Eden Vale Road, 
Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3QF. Tel: 
(0373) 827635. 


LONDON DISABILITY ARTS FORUM 
LDAF seeks a part time (18hrs) 
DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


The candidate should be a creative and 
imaginative disabled person with a 
knowledge of, and commitment to, the 
disability arts movement. Must be able 


to work on own initiative and be self- 
servicing. 
Salary £11,141 (incl) pro rata. Fund- 


OBITUARY 


Trevor Smith, who died on 25 
July aged 59 after a long illness, 
was a man of perception and vi- 
sion. He was one of the first peo- 
ple in The Spastics Society to see 
the tremendous potential in per- 
sonal goal planning for people 
with disabilities (IPP). He was a 
major influence in the develop- 
ment of the Society’s adult day 
services policy. 

As a manager of the Sully Work 
Centre and then Area Day and 
Leisure Services Manager, he had 
the ability to plan for change and 
the sheer strength of his enthu- 
siasm inspired those that he 
worked with. 

His ability to ask penetrating 
questions and to seek out the 
truth often made people feel un- 
comfortable. But the experience 
left them questioning their be- 
liefs and understanding, often 
changing attitudes for the better. 

He was committed to de- 
veloping the potential of people 
with disabilities. He believed 
people’s attitudes inhibit the 
fulfillment of this potential so, 
whenever he could, he would 
enter discussions with literally 
anyone to convince them that 
they should look behind the dis- 
ability and they would find a per- 
son with a tremendous potential 
just waiting to be tapped. 

As a leader, Trevor was out- 
standing. He could influence 
others beyond ordinary levels, 
to achieve goals. He had charis- 
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ma. He unlocked doors and 
showed people how to throw 
away the key and live. And peo- 
ple loved and admired him for 
this very rare, precious, gift. 

As a young man, Trevor’s 
father gave him some good 
advice. “Don’t die for a cause, 


Trevor, live for one.” And Trevor 
did live for one. A cause to whch 
he has contributed more in a few 
years than most people contri- 
bute in a life time. 


Trevor Smith with his grandson 


The winner of this year’s Oppor- 
tunities for the Disabled Travel 
Award teaches ballet to over 100 
junior dancers at Manorleigh 
Academy in Guildford and runs 
the school full-time. 

Brenda Wicks, who lives 
near Godalming in Surrey, wona 
trip anywhere in Europe to help 
further her work. She chose to 
go to Denmark to learn what 
facilities are available there for 
disabled people in theatres and 
to encourage them to. take up 
dance themselves. 


Photography and Disability 


Research Worker 


The Arts Council, in collaboration with SHAPE, wish to appoint aresearch 
worker to investigate work in photography being done by and with people 
with disabilities throughout England. The main aim of the research will be to 
compile information on individuals and organisations working in the field, 
as well as resources of value to arts workers and amateur and professional 
photographers with disabilities. Also to make proposals for the 
development of work in the field of Photography and Disability. The task will 
entail considerable travelling and will be best conducted part-time over a6 
month period. A fee of £3,000 will be offered for 60 days work. Travel 
expenses will be paid in addition. Ajob share would be considered. The 
closing date for applications is Monday 21st September 1987. 


Further details are available from the Photography Officer, Arts Council, 105 
Piccadilly, London W1V OAU. Telephone 01-629 9495 ext. 257. 


The Arts Council welcomes applications 


from all sections of the Community 
regardless of race, colour, ethnic 

or national origins, marital status, 
sex, sexual orientations, disability 

or religious beliefs. 


ing guaranteed until 31st March 1988. 


@ Air Rifle 


Lee Valley Park 


London Hawks Disabled Sports Club 
Present 


Please write for an application form 
and job description to: 
rtsline 
5 Crowndale Road, London NW1 1TU 
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Flexible 4 ng hours 
are onlya | 


As soon as you post this coupon you could be on your way to 
a career with plenty of advantages. At the DHSS, we not only ; 
offer flexible working hours, but also competitive salaries 
ac - aay annual leave. 
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A Sports Day 


Sat 19th "Sept 1987 
Sponsored by «& NatWest 


For an information pack and entry 
form Phone Ge (0992) 717711 ZOE 
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be given a structured airing which will develop your talents” = 
and open up your prospects. 

We are looking for people with 5 GCE ‘O’ levels and 2 GCE ‘O’ levels 
respectively, which must include English Language. Equivalent 
qualifications are acceptable. Registered disabled persons without 
these qualifications may also apply. 

The DHSS is an equal opportunities employer and committed to 
equal opportunity policies. Applications are welcome from all 
suitably qualified individuals irrespective of sex, colour, racial origin 


Tis 


Mr/Mirs/Ms 


¥ 


For further details of vacancies in Greater | 


Picketts Lock Lee Valley or simian 
Sports Centre Park ~ London North of the Thames and its environs 
: please fill in the coupon and return itto 
Ed monton Lynne Robinson, Department of Health and 
\ Social Security, Olympic House, Olympic Way, 
London > N9 Wembley, Middlesex HA9 ODL. 
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Dogs to lenda helping paw 


The latest aid for disabled people 
can open doors, retrieve cord- 
less phones, switch lights on and 
offand even provide warmth and 
affection, but it’s not on show at 
NAIDEX — it’s a dog. 

Dogs for the Disabled is a 
voluntary funded charity which 
takes unwanted or stray dogs, 
trains them intensively over 
several months, then gives them 
to disabled people to help with 
tasks they may find difficult or 
impossible to do themselves. 

The first dog in the scheme 
was handed over on 26 August 
during “Dogs for the Disabled 
Week” in Kenilworth, Warwick- 
shire, by the town’s Mayor Bob 
Wooller. 

Rani the Alsatian was found 
starving and abandoned in the 
streets, but after being trained 
has become the “legs” of Gladys 
Rainbow, a pensioner who has 
lost hers and lives alone. 

The dogs are chosen with 
much care and trained to suit the 
needs of the disabled person. 

“Dogs are marvellous therapy 
for disabled or elderly people 
and can play a much bigger role 
than purely acting as guides for 
the blind or ears for the deaf,” 
said the charitys founder 


SS 


Frances Hay. She hit on the idea 
after realising that her Belgian 
Shepherd, Kim, was acting like a 
“mobile walking stick.” 

“Similar schemes are run in 
America, Israel and Holland,” she 
said, “but it can cost more than 
£1,500 to train a working dog 
specifically to meet the needs of 
disabled people. But they’re a 
good thing on 3 levels: the dog’s 


yo 


Birmingham Post and Mail 
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Gladys Rainbow and Rani, her new hatry helper getting acquainted 
in Kenilworth.during Dogs for the Disabled Week 


life is often saved, the life of the 
disabled person is improved and 
American studies show that a 
dog can save 5 hours of social 
service time a day, so I think they 
could help fund us.” 


Donations to: Dogs for the Dis- 
abled, Brook House, 1 Lower 
Ladyes Hill, Kenilworth, Warks 
CV8 2GN. 


Conductive education 
continued from page I 

aspects of a child’s development 
but in the Society’s schools there 
is a multi-disciplinary approach, 
with physiotherapists, speech 
therapists and teachers working 
as a team with the child. 

“We are proud that we 
brought conductive education 
from the Peto Institute in 
Budapest into a number of our 
schools, in particular Ingfield 
Manor, as long ago as the early 
1960s, and more recently to Rut- 
land House school. Neverthe- 
less, The Spastics Society accepts 
that conductive education as 
practised in its schools is 
adapted to our cigcumstances. 
We neither train nor employ 
conductors as they are trained in 


Budapest,” said Mr Shapland. 


He stressed that the Society’s 
role must remain a pioneering 
one. 


WESSEX 
MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY 
LIMITED 


“No single organisation can 


. develop the range of services 


needed to satisfy the large num- 
ber of parents who seek urgent 
help for their children,” he said. 

“Fundamentally it must be the 
responsibility of central and loc- 
al government to be the main 
providers of conductive educa- 
tion. To this end we will cam- 
paign with the Foundation and 
with RACE. We are not in com- 
petition with them, for we surely 
have one common aim which is 
to provide the best. possible 
education for individual cere- 
bral palsied children.” 

The Institute for Conductive 
Education, with 8 staff and 10 
children, is closely linked to the 
Peto Institute in Hungary and 
will employ the Hungarian mod- 
el of conductive education. 

In November the staff leave 
for the Peto Institute to begin a 
4-year course of training as con- 


Dept. 34 
Budds Lane 
Industrial Est. 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
(0794) 522022 


» (PLEASE QUOTE DEPT No. WHEN REPLYING) 


TRAVELMASTER HOIST 


SLIMLINER STAIRSEAT 


MANUFACTURER OF ELECTRIC HOISTS, STAIRSEATS, 
LIFTS, VERTICAL SEATS, POOL LIFTS, DOOR OPENERS 
AND AGENTS FOR THE MEDIC BED 


ductors, and in January the chil- 
dren, aged 3 and 4, will follow 
with their parents. 

The Institute has been funded 
with contributions of over 
£500,000 from Birmingham 
Council, Dr Barnardo’s and the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society. 

@ Following The Spastics Socie- 


“-ty’s statement, RACE claimed 


that the Society is working 
against their aims by continuing 
to use the term “conductive 
education” to describe practices 
in its schools. The group says the 
Society is providing the Govern- 
ment with an excuse for not 
funding the Foundation for Con- 
ductive Education, and that it 
will confuse the public, 

Douglas Shapland met Charles 
McGuigan, chairman of National 
RACE, last month. 

“Whilst ay our continued 
use of the terminology conduc- 
tive education remains the only 
obstacle to our two organisa- 
tions working nvgomplet har- 
mony, from our yery fruitful dis- 
cussions in Coventry I remain 
confident that together we shall 
find a way to overcome the pre- 
sent difficulty,” said Mr Shapland. 
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Hollow victory for usherette 


But she is still unemployed, 


A former cinema usherette was 
unfairly dismissed when her em- 
ployers claimed that her partial 
deafness prevented her from 
performing her job competent- 
ly, an industrial tribunal decided 
last month. 

Tests showed that 54-year-old 
Sarah Bloomfield, of Hampstead, 
North London, - had sufficient 
hearing to allow her to do her 
job, and she can also lipread. 

But although Miss Bloomfield 
had provided doctors’ certi- 
ficates to prove this, Peter How- 
den, the general manager of the 
Everyman cinema in Hampstead, 
decided shortly after joining the 
cinema in 1982 that she was 
“totally unsuitable” and would 
not be competent to deal with an 
emergency such as a fire. 

Miss Bloomfield, who had 
worked at the cinema for 23 
years, was suspended on full pay 
for nearly 4 years from Decem- 


ber 1982 soon after returning 


from 7 weeks sick leave due to 
a bout of hepatitis A. She was 
eventually dismissed last Octo- 
ber. 

Following her victory, Miss 
Bloomfield urged others to fol- 
low her example and fight back 
at employers hostile to disabil- 
ity. “There are more people dis- 
criminated against than statistics 
suggest, because often they are 
too scared or too poor to fight it. 
I would strongly urge them to 
seek help from organisations 
such as law centres and the 
RNID, who sponsored me.” 


despite nearly 70 job applica- 
tions and still reeling from the 
effect losing her job had on her 
life and the lives of her parents. 
“I was very happy at the Every- 
man. I was more than just an 
usherette — I was the right hand 
of the old manager, who was 
sympathetic towards my disabil- 
ity. Being suspended was devas- 
tating: I was caring for my 
parents who were both very ill. 
It is the effect on one’s life these 


heartless decisions have that I 


want to emphasise.” 

After the tribunal, at which 
Miss Bloomfield was awarded 
£2,165 compensation, George 
Mitchel, the RNID’s head of 
education and employment, said 
the decision vindicated Miss 
Bloomfield completely. “It 


shows deaf people can pursue ~ 


cases of unfair dismissal and win. 
We hope her action will be seen 
as an example to other deaf peo- 
ple who are victimised.” 


Sarah Bloomfield: vindicated. 


Therapists fight for equal pay 


The campaign by NHS speech 
therapists for equal pay to that in 
comparable professions  re- 
ceived a boost last month when 
the DHSS indicated that they. 
were willing to discuss salary re- 
visions with the therapists’ un- 
ion. 

The announcement, at a meet- 
ing between the DHSS and the 
Association of Scientific, Tech- 
nical and Managerial Staffs, was a 
result of renewed pressure on 
the Government from the union. 

More than 1,200 therapists, 
mainly women, have combined 


to lodge claims through the in- 
dustrial tribunal system for equal 
pay with male clinical psycho- 


logists and hospital pharmacists. _ 


Equal pay for jobs of equal worth 
in guaranteed by EEC law. 
This is the first time the gov- 


ernment department has agreed ~ 


to negotiate with the union and 
is a considerable step forward, 
said Donna Haber, the ASTMS di- 
visional officer. 

A speech therapist on the top 
grade can only hope to earn 
around £12,500 but a clinical 
psychologist earns double that. 
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_ Now you can enjoy © 
complete travel flexibility 
with the new ‘Travel Seat’ 
from MarketAbility. 

No more struggling to get 
into or out of a car. The 
‘Travel Seat’ swivels through 
180° to lock into place 
completely outside your car. 

And the ‘Travel Seat’ fits 
most Cars. 

At a price you can afford. 

For more information, send ~ 
the coupon below to: 


MarketAbility, 
Woodleys Drive, 
Exeter Road, 
Newton Poppleford, 
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